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NO. 8 


NOT TOO EARLY 


WITH A DEGREE OF NORMALCY RE- 
‘TURNING, we shall, a year hence, be 
‘ready for our sixth quinquennial 
national congress. It is not too 
jearly to think forward to it. It is 
too early to think at this time of 
‘canceling the congress in view of 
‘conditions now obtaining. 


It is never too early or too late to 
temphasize the Gospel principles of 
tholy peace and charity contained in 
the rule and spirit of St. Francis. 
The Popes have set the example. 
And so far as we Franciscans are 
concerned, no device among them 
all has done so much to awaken con- 
| sciousness of the high message and 
mission of Tertiarism as the con- 
gress idea. It is one of the last 
things we may give up, and we 
should not give it up till the last. 


Whether we consider the benefits 
affecting our own membership or 
the problem of publicizing the order 
and its aims, nothing in the past 
three decades has gone so far, wide 
and deep toward the purpose as the 
circumstances attendant on the pre- 
paration, holding, and following up 
of our several congresses provincial 
and national. The expenditure of 
means, effort and time however 
great has been so well bestowed, so 
effective, that any present difficul- 


ties in the way of continuing the ex- 
pedient should be fought and over- 
come at any cost if it can be done, 
and deplored as a grievous setback 
to the cause if it cannot be done. 


Fortunately at the moment execu- 
tives of the transportation as well 
as of the guesting business seem to 
be of one accord in advising that it 
is premature to think of canceling 
now any event so far ahead as Octo- 
ber 1946; while so far as the Ad- 
ministration is concerned, restive- 
ness under restrictions especially as 
touching religious gatherings indi- 
cates the likelihood of early modifi- 
cation, altogether apart from the 
fact that even present regulations 
allow for meetings such as ours. 


At that, the freedom of religion is 
paying a heavy toll to wartime con- 
ditions, not only in restricted free- 
dom of assembly through travel 
limitations, but also in restricted 
freedom of publication through 
paper limitation, and even restricted 
freedom of operation through taxa- 
tion of means of support and soli- 
darization and the limitation of 
building and devotional materials. 


But the point here is, that not 
only the actual session of our con- 
gresses but also, and eminently, pre- 
paration for our congresses has had 
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its beneficial reactions on Tertiary 
morale and enterprise, so _ that, 
whatever the final eventuality, we 
should go into action now for the 
1946 congress as if eventual session 
were as certain as it is likely. The 
time, effort and means expended will 
prove a well paying investment in 
any case. 


No time. could need more than 
ours the underscoring of God’s com- 
mandments as the basis of human 
welfare and peace. No age more 


than ours could do with the convic-, 


tion that the advantage of the mo- 
ment is a delusion when it is gained 
at the sacrifice of principle. No 
people more than the people of the 
present day need to learn the lesson 
of sacrifice and to prepare for the 
strength of sacrifice when faced 
with a conflict between their appe- 
tites and the pleasure of God, the 
creator and lawgiver of mankind. 
At the same time, seldom have such 
great promises as we have latterly 
witnessed, ended in such utter dis- 
appointment as resulted upon World 
War I and is resulting upon World 
War II. 


If anybody has anything better to 
offer, he both has the sacred obliga- 
tion and should have the utmost 
freedom to offer it, and such free- 
dom is worth battling for by every 
legitimate means. That is the case 
of the Third Order of St. Francis in 
the United States. 


So often it seems—after so much 
has been said and done by the Popes 
to impress us and the world about us 
with the timeliness of the Third 
Order—as if we ourselves are even 
now unconvinced of the power la- 
tent in the rule and spirit of the 
order. What can the Popes do and 
say in addition to what they have 
said and done, to make at least us, 
the responsible carriers of the Third 
Order idea, realize that we have in 
our hands, and at our mercy, a most 
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powerful means of social better- 
ment? 

It cannot be repeated too often: 
If there were no Third Order, it 
would be necessary today to found 
the Third Order, there to band to- 
gether every man, woman and child 
that has courage and faith enough 
to pledge lifelong observance of 
God’s commandments—conscienti- 
ous, straightforward, ingenuous, 
and self-sacrificing observance of 
God’s commandments, as against the 
truckling and knuckling under, the 
indirection, duplicity and equivoca- 
tion with which now every crucial 
issue is met, to the undoing in the 
long run of Society as well as of the 
individual. 


For the full and courageous ob- 
servance of God’s will as expressed 
in the Commandments and_ the 
Gospel—that is after all the sub- 
stance and the letter of the Terti- 
ary’s profession. ‘The rest—the 
rule and its spirit—they are only 
means to this end. 


But so much professed and lived 
up to, is also quite enough to assure 
human happiness public and pri- 
vate, so far as it can be secured on 
earth. And so much lived up to is 
absolutely indispensable for peace 
and good order on earth. Without 
it hundreds of billions spent on 
peace no less than on war will get 
us not an inch farther along the 
way. 

We need the coming 1946 con- 
gress as a palpable, concrete tying 
post for this message of Tertiarism. 
About it we must rally all our forces 
and resources. The public must get 
this message, in the most striking 
form we can present it. That goes 
for Protestant and non-believer as 
well as for our Catholic public. 
Pledge yourselves with us to keep 
the Commandments! Nothing else 
is needed for peace and welfare on 
earth! 8 
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CENTENARIES OF 1945 


BY FR. MARION HABIG 
O.F.M. (5) 


Second Half 


‘ The first half of this interesting article dealt with the anniversaries of Fr. John of 
an di Carpine, Alexander of Hales, the Mexican province of the Holy Gospel, the 


‘Youncil of Trent, Bl. Marianne of Quito, and the canonization of St. Fidelis of 


“igmaringen. 


*, IN THE SAME YEAR IN WHICH ST. 
‘idelis was canonized, 1745, another 
apuchin was enrolled in the cata- 
tog of the Church’s saints—St. 
soseph of Leonissa. 


¢ Born at Leonissa in the kingdom 
*f Naples in 1556, he became a Ca- 
ibuchin in his home town in 1573. 
vie went as a missionary to Constan- 
Ginople in 1587, and for some time 
Succeeded in ministering to Chris- 
fian galley slaves of the Mohamme- 
alans. But the Mohammedans final- 
‘y caught him, ran sharp hooks 
jhrough his right hand and right 
Foot, and hung him up that way over 
* weak fire. 

+ After enduring these terrible tor- 
sures for three days, he was miracu- 
fously liberated by an angel and 
»rdered to return to Italy. There 
he enjoyed great success as a 
sreacher and peacemaker in Um- 
bria, the homeland of St. Francis. 
ide died at Amatrice on February 4, 


— 


‘ohn Henry Cardinal Newman 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, ON 
Detober 9, 1845, John Henry New- 
man, Ulustrious English convert and 
pminent man of letters, was received 
jnto the Catholic Church by Father 
Dominic, an Italian Passionist. 
Newman’s conversion divides a life 
of almost ninety years (1801-1890) 
nto two equal parts. 
In October, 1846, Newman went 
30 Rome and was ordained a priest 
dy Cardinal Fransoni. The follow- 
ing year he returned to England and 
astablished the Oratory of St. Philip 


Neri in London. Though he was 
only a priest, he was created a car- 
dinal by Pope Leo XIII on May 12, 
1879. 

Of Newman as a writer R. H. 
Hutton wrote: “When Newman 
made up his mind to join the Church 
of Rome, his genius bloomed out 
with a force and freedom such as it 
never displayed in the Angelican 
communion.” 

Cardinal Newman, like his spirit- 
ual father, St. Philip Neri, is com- 
monly enumerated among the Ter- 
tiaries of St. Francis. 


The Guadalupan Year 

JUST OUTSIDE OF MEXICO CITY 
there is one of the most famous 
shrines of the Blessed Virgin, the 
basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
the Lourdes of America. It was in 
1531, less than a decade after the 
arrival of the first Franciscan mis- 
sionaries in Mexico, that the Blessed 
Virgin appeared in the form of an 
Indian maiden to the poor and 
simple Indian Juan Diego, told him 
that a shrine should be built in her 
honor on Tepeyac Hill, and im- 
printed her image on the Indian’s 
tilma or cloak. 

That miraculous picture is vener- 
ated to this day in the basilica of 
Guadalupe; it occupies the place 
above the high altar. On one side 
of the altar is a kneeling figure re- 
presenting Juan Diego, and on the 
other side a statue of the Franciscan 
Archbishop Zumarraga, to whom 
the Indian brought the message of 
Our Lady. 

Devotion to Our Lady of Guada- 
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lupe played an important part in the 
conversion of Mexico. To the pres- 
ent day it occupies an important 
place in the lives of the people 
throughout Mexico, and also in the 
rest of Latin America. During the 
present year a movement has been 
set on foot to have Our Lady of 
Guadalupe named the Queen of all 
the Americas, as well as to have 
Juan Diego beatified. 


The year from October 12, 1944, 
to October 12, 1945, is called the 
Guadalupan year, because the latter 
date marks the fiftieth anniversary 
of the solemn coronation of the mir- 
aculous picture of Our Lady of Gua- 
dalupe. On this anniversary day it 
is expected that bishops from all 
parts of the United States and 
Canada as well as of Latin America 
will take part in the closing exer- 
cises. Special celebrations are be- 
ing held. throughout the year. 


On October 21, 1944, Archbishop 
Martinez of Mexico City himself 
wrote the following indulgenced 
prayer: “Most holy Mary of Guada- 
lupe, hope of America, obtain par- 
don for us and peace for the world!” 


In this connection we would like 
to call attention also to the crusade 
of prayer for Mexico which has been 
inaugurated by Senor Don Manuel 
Urquiza, father of the martyr 
founder of the Sinarquista move- 
ment. It is particularly appropri- 
ate for the Guadalupan year as well 
as for the present time, when the 
Communists are making renewed 
efforts to establish in Mexico their 
headquarters for subversive and 
anti-religious activities in the New 
World, especially Latin America. 


Sefior Urquiza has obtained ec- 
clesiastical approval for the follow- 
ing two ejaculatory prayers: 1. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pardon us 
and be our king! 2. Holy Mary of 
Guadalupe, Queen of Mexico, pray 
for thy nation! For each of these 
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little prayers an indulgence of 300 
days has been granted, and also a 
plenary indulgence once a month 
under the usual conditions if they 
are recited every day. 

An easy way for the Catholics of 
the United States to join in the cele- 
bration of the Guadalupan year 
would be the frequent recitation of 
these prayers. United with our fel- 
low Catholics of Latin America in a 
crusade of prayer, we shall have a 
true and spiritual pan-Americanism. 


Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO, IN THE 
city of Aix-la-Chapelle or Aachen, 
was founded a new Franciscan 
sisterhood which devotes itself par- 
ticularly to the nursing of the sick 
poor. The community has two 
provinces in the United States, that 
of Warwick N. Y., and that of Hart 
well Cincinnati Ohio. 

It was on May 11, 1845, that 
Gertrude Frank told her frien¢ 
Frances Schervier it was the will 01 
God that she should found a new 
sisterhood. On October 3 the same 
year Mother Frances and her firs! 
four companions entered upon the 
life of a religious community in ¢ 
house they had rented in Aachen 
Mother Frances was then 26 years 
old. The names and ages of hel 
companions were: Gertrude Franl 
29, Mary Daverkosen 31, Joanné 
Bruchhaus 26, and Catharine Las 
sen 26. 

Like St. Francis they sought t 
combine a life of prayer with work 
of charity. The sisterhood grev 
rapidly. The cause of Mothe 
Frances’ beatification is now pend 
ing in Rome. See articles in TH 
ForRuUM January 1941 p. 5, Marcel 
1942 p. 90, June 1945 p. 166. ' 


Only intelligence is needed t 
show us the vanities of this world 
but grace is needed to bring us t 
the beauty of the next.—Christc 
pher Hollis. ' 


: ING HERE AND THERE—— 
- D SPEAKING WITH TONGUES 


9} NoT MANY YEARS AFTER Marco 
folo returned to Venice from Ku- 
‘tai Khan’s court in Peking China, 
if the end of the thirteenth century, 
other Venetian Marco journeyed 
the court of the khan of Persia. 
‘is name was Marco Comaro. He 
ent to Persia or Iran, as the coun- 
“vy is now called, as the ambassador 
tf the city-state of Venice. On one 
the many Venetian ships which 
fuled the Mediterranean at that 
sme, he made the voyage to Egypt 
tnd thence traveled through Arabia 
his destination. 

In Egypt Marco Comaro met a 
jranciscan missionary from his own 
untry, Friar Gentle of Matelica, 
7nd since the latter was on the point 
quitting Egypt and going to 
gersia, they traveled together. On 
e way Comaro fell seriously ill. 
friar Gentle, a saintly man, and al- 
ways sympathetic toward those in 
jiffering, was moved with compas- 
on for his friend and consoled him 
rith what proved to be prophetic 
rords: “Marco, do not be dis- 
Suraged. You will recover, and 
en will experience many vicissi- 
‘ides and trials. But in the end 
fou will be elected doge of Venice.” 


Mysterious Absence 


PASSING MOUNT SINAI, THEY 
terrupted their journey for a few 
ays to visit the tomb of St. Cath- 
ea of Alexandria, martyr, who 
ay entombed there. It was there 
hat Father Gentle suddenly disap- 
eared, and all the efforts of his 
ompanions to find him proved fruit- 
ass. After eight days, however, he 
ejoined the traveling party, and 
Narco Comaro joyfully welcomed 
im back. 

“Where have you been, Father 
rentle? I was so worried about 


BLESSED GENTLE -- MIRACLE MAN 


BY FR. MARION HABIG 
O.F.M. (5) 


you, I could not sleep for several 
nights. I thought you had lost your 
way.” 

“Iam sorry, Marco, if I have 
caused you such worry. But where 
I have been, I cannot tell you. That 
will have to remain a secret until 
you return to Italy. Then you will 
find out if you visit my home town 
of Matelica.”’ 

“That I will surely do. But I 
know you only as Father Gentle. 
May I ask you what your surname 
ara 

“FWinaguerra is the name of my 
people,” replied Father Gentle. 

“T have heard that name. So you 
are a member of the noble and an- 
cient family of Finaguerra. I shall 
be glad to visit your relatives, and 
they will be glad to meet someone 
who has had the privilege of travel- 
ing with you.” 

Returning to Italy after the death 
of Father Gentle in 13840, Marco 
Comaro kept his promise and visited 
the town of Matelica in the March 
of Ancona, the home of the Fina- 
guerras. They already knew of the 
martyrdom of Father Gentle and the 
marvelous events which occurred in 
Venice when his body was brought 
home. But when Marco Comaro 
told them how Father Gentle had 
been mysteriously absent for eight 
days on the journey through Arabia, 
the head of the family exclaimed 
excitedly : 

“That explains everything! 
Father Gentle was here in Matelica 
at that very time. He arrived sud- 
denly and unexpectedly just in time 
to be present at the death of his 
father. We were wondering how 
he could have known.” 


Where Was Father Gentle? 
“DO YOU MEAN TO SAY,” OBJECTED 
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Comaro, “that Father Gentle made 
the long journey from Arabia to 
Italy, spent some time here, and 
then returned to Arabia—all in 
eight days? He could not have 
done that even if he had flown 
through the air like a bird.” 

“Don’t you see?” said Finaguerra. 
“It was another of his miracles. No 
other explanation is possible. He 
came unannounced, he consoled his 
dying father, he officiated at the 
funeral, he attended a family meet- 
ing at which the affairs of the estate 
were settled to everyone’s satisfac- 
tion, and then he was gone, no one 
knew how.” 

“So that was Father Gentle’s 
secret!” Comaro agreed. “No 
wonder he refused to tell me.” 

“It explains also what the dying 
father said before his saintly son 
arrived,” continued Finaguerra. 
“He was failing fast, but he was 
certain that Father Gentle was com- 
ing, and I asked him how he knew. 
This is the story his father told us: 

“*Before Father Gentle set out 
for Egypt, he visited me to say fare- 
well. I was already old and infirm 
and apparently had only a short 
time to live out my life. I com- 
plained that he was forsaking me in 
my old age. I told him I had hoped 
he would be at my bedside to 
strengthen me in my last moments. 
He replied that it was God’s will 
that he should depart at once as a 
missionary, but he assured me that 
the good God somehow or other 
would make it possible for him to 
return when the time came for me 
to die. He made a solemn promise, 
and I believed him. I know he will 
keep his promise.’ ”’ 

“Yes, Father Gentle kept his 
promise, and God worked a great 
miracle to enable him to keep it,” 
added Marco Comaro. 

After all, he was not very much 
surprised to find that this was 
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Father Gentle’s secret; for he him- 
self was one of the principal wit- 
nesses for other miraculous events 
in the life of this missionary 
martyr. 


The Language of Birds and Men 


FoR INSTANCE, MANY TIMES WHEN 
Father Gentle began to preach in 
Persia, flocks of birds flew toward 
the place where he was preaching, 
thus attracting the attention of the 
people and inviting them to come 
and listen. Even Mohammedans 
came in large numbers to hear him, 
and thus Father Gentle won numer- 
ous converts. It is estimated that 
he baptized some ten thousand per- 
sons in Persia alone. 

The most wonderful fact of all, 
however, was Father Gentle’s abili- 
ty to speak Persian fluently though 
he had never studied the language. 
While he was still in Egypt, he tried 
very hard to learn to speak the lan- 
guage of the country; for his mis- 
sionary zeal was not satisfied by 
preaching through an interpreter. 
Despite strenuous efforts, however, 
he could not master the language, 
which was so different from his 
own. 

Father Gentle was so dishearten- 
ed by this failure that he decided to 
return to his native country. There 
his work had been much more fruit- 
ful. During the two terms that he 
served as guardian of the friary of 
Mount La Verna, he had frequently 
gone out to preach in the immediate 
neighborhood. God had_ visibly 
blessed his apostolic activity with a 
number of miracles, and there had 
been numerous conversions. Be- 
sides, he had the great advantage of 
retiring to the solitude of La Verna. 
where St. Francis had received the 
stigmata, and there finding new 
spiritual strength in prayer and con. 
templation. 

Father Gentle was about to com 
mence the return journey when ¢ 


Honessenger from Heaven in the guise 
f a handsome young man appeared 
tlo him and spoke to him in a kindly 


“Father Gentle, do not go back to 
italy. Go and preach the Gospel to 
he infidels. God will be with you 
tnd help you.” 

'} The missionary obeyed without 
hesitation and found that he had no 
jlifficulty whatever in expressing 
uimself in the language of his audi- 
ynee. This gift of tongues he en- 
Soyed ever after. 


Mighty in Life and in Death 


# A CHARACTERISTIC THAT MARCO 
Homaro greatly admired in his mis- 
Sionary friend was one that ac- 
Horded with his name—his gentle- 
mess, kindness, and charity. An- 
sther was his extraordinary love of 
Hoverty. Even in a strange and in- 
idel country, of the alms that he re- 
feived Father Gentle kept for him- 
telf only as much as he needed for 
yne day and the rest he distributed 
mong the poor. He relied com- 
pletely on Divine providence, and 
is unbounded trust in God was re- 
Wvarded in a striking manner. 

| Father Gentle’s life and conduct 
Fgreed so perfectly with the doc- 
‘rine he preached, that his aposto- 
ate was crowned with remarkable 
tuccess. His missionary journeys 
fook him as far as Sarmastro and 
Mrebizond, of which the latter lay in 
hat part of Asia Minor which was 
‘alled Armenia. 

+ His success so embittered the 
fanatical adherents of Mohammed 
hat they finally attacked him open- 
y at Toring (Toringia) and cruelly 
jut him to death on September 5, 
‘340. Afterwards, probably through 
| es influence of Marco Comaro, the 
ody of the martyr was taken to 
Venice, and laid to rest in the Fran- 
viscan church of that city. 

' By two singular miracles God 
Jemonstrated the sanctity of his 


Se 
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loyal and heroic servant to the 
people of Venice. As the remains of 
the martyr were carried in solemn 
procession through the city, one of 
the spectators began to voice his dis- 
approval. Though he knew that 
Father Gentle had died the death of 
a martyr, he declared in a loud 
voice: 

“Who was this man, that such 
honors should be paid to him? 
What do we know about him? 
What proof have we that this un- 
known friar, who lived in a distant 
country, was a saint?” 

Immediately his mouth was torn 
wide open, so that it extended from 
ear to ear, and he emitted harrowing 
shrieks of pain. The people crowd- 
ing around him heard from the by- 
standers what had happened. It 
did not take long and all knew 
about the miracle. The unfortun- 
ate man continued to wail in a piti- 
able fashion. He struck his breast 
and tried to speak. It was difficult 
to understand the words he spoke, 
but all understood what he meant 
to say: 

“T asked for proof of this friar’s 
sanctity. You will see the proof. I 
am apoor sinner. Father Gentle is 
a saint.” 

They led the doubting Thomas to 
the relics of Father Gentle, where he 
knelt down and begged forgiveness 
of God and the holy martyr. Then 
they witnessed the second miracle. 
The man suddenly got up with the 


joyful cry: 

“lame cured!. You see, I am 
cured! Father Gentle did _ it, 
Thank God!” 


These two miracles no doubt 
helped to promote the veneration of 
Blessed Gentle—a veneration which 
went on throughout the subsequent 
centuries, until Pope Pius (1775- 
1799) gave it his sanction. The 
feast of Bl. Gentle is observed on 
September 5. ® 
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THE BETTER LIFE 


BUSINESS AND SANCTITY— 
DO THEY MIX? 


LIFE OF BL. LUCHESIO 
FIRST TERTIARY 


Fifth and Final Instalment 


So, THERE! IT WAS IN THE YEAR 
1221, as nearly as can be calculated, 
that St. Francis came back to Pog- 
gibonzi and carried out his promise 
to Luchesio and Buonadonna, of 
founding the Third Order. 

The rule for a more worthwhile 
life than following life’s butterfly 
pursuits, had been well worked out 
between Cardinal Ugolino dei Segni 
and Francis, and the Pope, without 
whose permission Francis under- 
took nothing of importance, had ap- 
proved the program. The pope in 
question was Pope Honorius III, the 
same who in 1223 gave solemn ap- 
proval to the rule of the First Order 
in its final reading. 

For the time being, Pope Honor- 
ius approved the Third Order rule 
orally and tentatively. There were 
later modifications of it here and 
there, until in 1289 Pope Nicholas 
IV gave it its final universal reading 
and formal approval. In that form 
the rule carried on unchanged to the 
day of Leo XIII in 18838, when it was 
given its present form. 

Substantially the rule is today 
what it was when St. Francis on 
that memorable day in 1221 came to 
Luchesio and Buonadonna, put the 
rule before them, explained its letter 
and its spirit, and asked them 
whether they were ready to pledge 
their word to its specifications for 
life. 

A Momentous Step 

OF COURSE THEY WERE READY. 
Was it not just the thing they had 
been aspiring to? Just the thing 
they had been already living up to 
under Francis’ direction, at least 
since his last call at their home? 
Just what they had asked for? 


Now it was a question. only of 


having them take the habit, the in- 
signia of their new life, like people 
in convents, and of having them 
pledge their word on the rule—of 
“professing” them. In their pro- 
fession or pledge they declared pub- 
licly to Mother Church that they 
would faithfully keep God’s com- 
mandments without subterfuge, and 
that they would follow the letter 
and spirit of this new rule of life for 
the glory of God, the welfare of 
their soul, and the good of their 
neighbor, to the end of their days. 


Thus was the Third Order of St. 
Francis founded. 


It never occurred to these first 
two Tertiaries to ask what benefit 
they would have of following the 
rule and making such a profession. 
As to the need of such a rule, they 
had been experiencing the need all 
the while, ever since they started 
out on the new road. What to do, 
system and order in doing it, means 
to help them do it—that is what they 
had asked of Francis in the first 
place. 


As to their pledge or profession, 
they realized with a holy thrill that 
it was no everyday good intention 
or resolution, but a formal agree- 
ment between them and Mother 
Church: they would give Mother 
Church their word, and she on her 
part would take them to her bosom 
in a special manner, surrounding 
them with her special prayers and 
blessings, giving them the protec- 
tion of her laws and _ institutions, 
guiding and encouraging them in a 
special manner through her repre- 
sentatives the clergy, so that they 
could aspire undisturbed and effec- 
tively toward the better life they 
had chosen. 


August 1945 


church’s life, praying and working 
with her prayer and work, and in 
‘urn nurtured by her as her own in 
@ special manner. 


ild Fire 
A FURTHER BLESSING OF BELONG- 


sthey did not stand alone in follow- 
ing the new rule. Others lived it 
twith them, prayed as they prayed, 
went to the sacraments and to daily 
eMass as they did, met as they did at 
#least each month for their mutual 
iiedification and encouragement, fol- 
Wlowed the same restrictions in 
lamusement and outlay as they did, 
Hand gave means, time and service to 
#the poor and unfortunate as they 
‘did, took pleasure in the good works 
twhich were growing so dear to 
$them. 

As Francis had told them, so 
smany others had been asking him 
{for a rule of life such as he now 
pledged this eager couple to. In 
answer to their requests he had al- 
tready published his “Letter to all 
{ Christians’’, pointing them toward a 
tdeeper appreciation and application 

of the lessons of the holy Faith. 


Not a few of them—such as Or- 
lando or Roland of Chiusi, John 
Vellita, and Giacoma or Jacqueline 
of Settesoli, whom Francis teasing- 
ly called his “Brother,” woman 
_though she was—had been testing 
-themselves as Luchesio and Buona 
| did, in the new program of life. 
Now these gentry, along with hosts 
of commoners, came forth and made 
the same pledge to Mother Church, 

to live a life with God and his cause 
rather than the world and its vani- 
ties as the aim of their life. 

Have you ever seen anything like 
what is called ‘wild fire’? This 
writer has seen it. Out in Nebras- 
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ka. You put a match to a little 
brush. The wind picks the spark 
up, and before you know what is 
happening, there goes the flame, 
the sheet of fire, the utter conflagra- 
ie all over the prairie. Just like 
that! 


That is the way the “Rule of the 
Brothers and Sisters of Penance’ 
caught on. The friars were the 
sparks. Wherever they lit, there 
the Third Order blazed up, and they 
lit all over Europe before Francis 
closed his young life of forty-four 
years! 

Not the least of its first conquests 
was that glory, model and patron 
saint of the Third Order, queen in 
her own right, and inspiration of un- 
told good works and institutions for 
the past seven hundred years—St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary, or of Thur- 
ingia as she is also called. Francis 
himself sent her one of his habits, 
to enroll her, before his death in 
1226. She died a saint in 1231. 
Pope Gregory IX, who was no other 
than the Cardinal Ugolino who had 
helped Francis write the Third 
Order rule, could canonize her four 
years later, in 1235. 


The Better Life 

LUCHESIO AND BUONADONNA, THE 
very first formal members of the 
new order, had nearly forty years of 
the “better life” before them when 
they took the habit and made their 
pledge to Mother Church in 1221. 
They were years well spent, with no 
regrets when they went home to God 
together in 1260, except perhaps the 
regret which St. Francis himself had 
expressed when he turned to God 
away from a spiritually idle life, the 
same regret which the great St. Au- 
gustin had expressed some eight 
hundred years before Francis’ time: 
“Too late have I loved thee, O eter- 
nal Love!” 

Astounding works of charity were 
the daily life of Luchesio and Buona. 
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We have already referred to their 
almsgiving and in part to their per- 
sonal service of the unfortunate, 
even in their own home. Things 
such as that now became their daily 
life. Once their daily thought had 
been of how to overreach the public 
and impress the public with pomp 
and style largely achieved by means 
of shady and shabby resources 
wrung from that very public. Such 
is earthly distinction and glory! 
Their first rule, a very condition 
of entry into the new order, was the 
squaring of honest debts and the re- 
storation of clearly ill-gotten goods. 
The first consideration in any life 
pretending to be better, is duty, as 
prescribed in God’s commandments. 
Without that, higher virtue, also 
charity, is a sham and a shame— 
self-service, not service of God! 


Luchesio and Buona went much 
farther than that. With a pittance 
aside for their children to begin life 
on, and to keep themselves from 
being a burden to others, they set 
no limits at all to the disposal of the 
surplus. They fairly reveled in see- 
ing their once vast holdings whittled 
down to a moderate, and in the end, 
bare, living. Why not? What is 
better—slave and cut throats to 
amass a fortune wherewith to feel 
big? Or, devise and cut fortunes 
down so as to help others lead a 
Christ-worthy existence with you? 
Luchesio and Buona now believed in 
the latter course. And they lived as 
they believed! 


God In Sight 


THAT CHRIST-WORTHY EXISTENCE, 
now! The Faith tells us some very 
poignant things about how God and 
his Christ have made themselves one 
with mankind in general and our 
fellow man in particular. So that, 
if you profess to love God and to 
have turned to him and his cause, 
you are headed straight toward a lot 
of deductions regarding yourself 


THE FORUM | 


and your neighbor that must thor- 
oughly influence all your attitude 
and life toward others. 

You must begin to live like a child 
of God among God’s children! For 
so they all are, through the call to 
sanctifying grace, the Redemption, 
the Eucharist, the Mystical Body. 
Through these several titles and 
others like them God and his Christ 
have made man their very own, they 
make themselves one with him. So 
that what you do to man, is done to 
God and his Christ. A Christian 
must live as God’s child among God’s 
children. 


Buona found it hard to fight her 
feelings into line with that conclu- 
sion. One of the worst scenes in 
their marital life came, as we have 
shown, over Luchesio’s waiting on 
the diseased in the hospital. But 
Luchesio had early in his conversion 
learned the same lesson which early 
in his conversion Francis had learnt 
when he kissed the hand of a leper. 
Francis says in so many words in 
his Testament that that was the be- 
ginning of his life in God—as if you 
simply do not begin to love God truly 
until you begin to see God in your 
neighbor and live accordingly, feel- 
ings to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

Buona, however, saw now; and to 
see was to do, with that forthright 
mind which was hers. While 
Luchesio spent his leisure in the 
hospital, as doctor, nurse, orderly, 
menial, whatever the circumstances 
might demand, to help those unfor- 
tunates to a condition of soul and 
body worthy of the Christ in them, 


| 
| 


Buona had no hesitation about put- | 


ting the spacious rooms and facili- 
ties of their opulent home at the dis- 
posal of the sick and needy. 


Why not? What was better—fill 
those halls with dancing, cocktail- 
ing, flirting, sinning, fops and gos- 
sips, with their intrigues and their 


dle pretensions? Or take more 


Vaith stood for the latter, and well 
they stood out for the latter too! 


; Listen: Do you think leading the 
jutterfly life does not wear out the 
Sevotees of that life, be they its 
Josts or its guests? 

Granted Buona led no life of roses 
7ith her destitute clients, it is safe 
* say she never had to resort to 
whots and belladonna to brighten 
serself up for a next day’s round. 
here was nothing in her charity 
satigue that a good night’s rest 
Yould not and did not restore. And 
wften enough she told Luchesio as 
fauch when he, who did not spare 
simself, tried to make her take it 
asier: 

“Just recall, husband of mine, 
ow I used to lie awake for nights 
én end to be sure everything would 
e just right at one of our many re- 
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ceptions, and how after them I lay 
awake just as many nights worrying 
how I could smooth Lady So-and- 
so’s ruffled dignity and Sir This- 
and-that’s hurt feelings! Why, this 
is heaven by comparison. And 
there is not a member of the house- 
hold who does not feel the same way 
about it. Especially since Beppo 
and Giannina have gone into the 
order with us. They are jewels, 
those two. They always were, I 
dare say. But I never realized it. 
I told Giannina what you said about 
setting them up for themselves: it 
hurt her more than anything I ever 
said to any of them at my worst— 
stop smiling! At that, I don’t 
blame you—I guess I was pretty bad 
at times—I wonder you ever put up 
with me! But there it is: they just 
will not leave, and I have not the 
heart to make them. A good half 
dozen of the rest are the same way— 
Lucia, Annina, Bettina, Pierluigi, 
Giambattista, even impish Lotta. 
We shall have to do something about 
ite 

“Well, God willing, they shall not 
want, of that they may be sure. 
You told them that we intend—that 


KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS! 


eep the commandments of ‘God, as she does the Tertiaries at their profession. 


) 
| It SEEMS strange to find that Mother Church would want to pledge anybody to 


| But why strange? 
jvil of the day? 


Is it not neglect and evasion of the Commandments the great 
An article in the June issue of The Ecclesiastical Review, for example, 


joints out that people otherwise conscientious make no bones at all about lies and lying 
}romises in public life, thus “deceiving the public”, as the article is entitled. 

| (How many a public official takes the oath of office on honest administration with 
tis tongue in his cheek and his hand already in someone’s pocket. How many a treaty 


'3 made, and no thought of keeping it! 


How many a vow is made “till death do us 


vart”, and minds already set on eventual divorce! 


dvantage and pleasure? 


_ Truth, fidelity, constancy, charity, justice, purity,—what do any of the virtues and 
their respective commandments mean to so many people nowadays face to face with 


| The solemn pledge of the Tertiary to Mother Church that he will keep the Com- 
aandments, grows more timely day by day—like in an older day and amid other 


pept! 

The pledge is timely! 
1s will be worth living! 
ythers! 


Without evasion and subterfuge! 


| rrievous circumstances Father Mathew’s celebrated pledge of temperance. 
Let that Tertiary pledge be made by thousands upon thousands. 
Under all circumstances. 


So timely that it is the key to a new world! 
The key to a Christ-worthy life! 


And let it be 


To life such 
For ourselves and ve 
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this will not be the same—?” 
“Everything! But, all they say, 
is what blunt old Pierluigi blurted 
out: ‘Look, the place was good 
enough for us when Signora was 
not so gentle, and now—no, no, not 
to be thought of!’ They never 
seemed half so willing to do for our 
company as they are now to do for 
God’s poor. You know, they, their 
folks, they are all so poor them- 
selves! Why, only yesterday—” 


“Yes, yes!’”’ put in Luchesio, his 
voice husky with emotion. “We 
have been very selfish! We shall 
see, my good girl! Do as you see fit. 
The dear Lord does not let us down. 
We shall see!” 


A Convent at Home 


Do NOT SHIVER WHEN YOU READ 
that subhead. Convents are not 
places to shiver about, except in 
Maria Monk stories and similar 
thrillers that bad boys read in back 
alleys and neurotic women in the 
privacy of their boudoirs or what 
have you. 


The convent is a place where 
people try to do without a lot of 
things so that they can do a lot of 
things they would otherwise not 
think of doing—holy, charitable 
things, to build up God’s kingdom 
on earth, to make people see them- 
selves and others as the favored of 
God and get them to live and act ac- 
cordingly. 

People in convents never get rid 
of all their sins and bad habits. 
Neither are they without all fun and 
pastime, devoted to the bleak task of 
making life miserable for them- 
selves and others. 

But they do like to think of God 
as the main purpose of life, and of 
God’s commandments as the great 
rule of life, and of God’s truths as 
the one really worthwhile motive 
and inspiration of life. And they 
do what feeble nature and sustain- 
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ing grace can do to live up to such 
inspirations. 

And is that, at bottom, any more 
or any less than every good Chris- 
tian ought to do in his life? What 
are we living for? To stay here 
eternally, in this vale of tears and 
worries, or to get on to Heaven and 
get good and ready for Heaven here 
below? 

Well, when I intimate that Luche- 
sio and Buona planned their house- 
hold for the last forty years of their 
life like a convent, that is just what 
I mean. While they were doing 
that at Poggibonzi, St. Elizabeth 
was doing the same thing with her 
maids over in Germany, in Thurin- 
gia. With their household they said 
their prayers, they took care of their 
home, they kept God’s command- 
ments, and for the rest they gave all 
the time they could to help other 
people think and act and live as 
people should with whom God iden- 
tifies himself so closely—to help 
them lead Christ-worthy lives, as to 
conditions both of body and of soul. 


That is why people like them 
joined the Third Order in such 
crowds in their day. That is why 
people should join the Third Order 
today. The rule and _ everything 
about the Franciscan or Third 
Order life helps them do just that; 
so that when they go home to God, 
they really go home—home to the 
country on which their heart was 
set, home to the Father whose love 
and glory was their main thought. 


They do not all, and need not all, 
go to the lengths Luchesio and 
Buona went, or St. Elizabeth went, 
or Francis went. Nor need you go 
so far. Indeed, you need not even 
go as far as joining the Third Order. 
As Christopher Hollis says in his 
Saint Ignatius: “If I am a husband 
and a stockbroker and a father of 
three, I shall not be blamed because 
I have not lived according to the 
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rule of St. Francis.” But he adds: 
“T shall be blamed if I have been a 
bad husband and a bad stockbroker 
and a bad father.” 


That is what the Third Order 
seeeks to prevent. The astounding 
lives of Saint Elizabeth, of Blessed 
Luchesio and Buonadonna and their 
companions and followers, show 
that the Third Order not only pre- 
vents so sad a mischance, but turns 
the danger of it into untold blessing 
for the members, for the world 
about them, and for all the world. 


To the Happy Consummation 


ALONG WITH MEMBERS OF THEIR 
household, and the many others who 
joined the Third Order in and about 
their home town on their invitation, 
Luchesio and Buona organized veri- 
table holy campaigns of charity 
toward the unfortunate. 


“They are children of God!” The 
thought stirred another thought: 
“They should be helped to live like 
God’s children.” And that thought 
led to still another: ‘Let us help 
them live like God’s children.” 


There was one field especially 
where they put the Christian plan 
to work. It was in the Maremma, 
a swampy district near their home- 
town which was ridden with disease 
and poverty. For the hospitals and 
the poor at home were not enough 
for their zeal. 


Nothing stopped them short of 
that ultimate goal. Where their 
own means did not reach, and their 
own services, they enlisted the 
means and services of others. 
Everybody caught the spirit, just as 
ever more and more joined up under 
St. Francis’ banner to please God in 
the Third Order. Came the day 
when Luchesio could not go on. 
Age slowed his steps, and Buona’s 
too. But they were happy in each 
other; happy with a God-given feel- 
ing that they had not lived in vain; 


237 


happy even then to see that they had 
made life happier and holier for 
others; happy too to realize that 
their work would go on, that so 
many scores of men and women had 
followed their lead and kept up the 
work in the local Third Order fra- 
ternity and elsewhere. / 

There was a race between them 
who should go home to God first, to 
God whom they had revered in them- 
selves and in others. Neither won 
the race over the other, at least not 
by much. 

They died on the same day, and 
within the same hour, on April 9, 
1260—that seems to be th® most de- 
pendable date. They lay ill in the 
same room. There were words of 
mutualcomfort. ‘After all’, Buona 
agreed with Luchesio, “one needs 
little in life to be happy. It needs 
above all the readiness to see God 
and his will, and to love him, and 
to do for him.” 

As Buona sank fast, Luchesio 
made a last effort. He rose. He 
went to her bedside. He whispered 
a last prayer at the last breath. Re- 
quiescat! 

He lay down again. He followed 
Buona home. She had scarcely had 
time to tell beyond that he was com- 
ing when the door opened, and he 
entered where Buona was, in the joy 
of the Lord! 

Thus, happily, ended their Better 
Life. 

May our life too be the Better 
Life. 

Thus, happily, may it end! ® 


However guiltless or better than 
others you may appear to yourself, 
think not of that, but rather of be- 
ing the more resigned to Me. No 
one on earth could hurt you if you 
sought Me only, and not rather 
yourself; nor would you mind what 
others do to you if you left your de- 
fense to Me alone.—Ven. Paul 
Heath O.F.M., Martyr. S 
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THE STRENGTH OF PEACE 


WITHOUT HIM 
WE CAN DO NOTHING 


THOUGHTS FOR 
TERTIARY PEACE YEAR 


Highth of a Series on the Tertiary’s (Vocation as Peacemaker. 


IF THERE IS ONE EVIL MORE THAN 
another which afflicts the world to- 
day, it is its blasphemous assump- 
tion that it can get along without 
God. 

Wide circles believe that man has 
originated from the earth by some 
power latent in matter, and that 
somehow or other he is developing 
surely if slowly toward a state of 
perfect functioning. He will achieve 
his destiny by his own resources. 
He needs no commandments, he 
needs no revelation and enlighten- 
ment, and he needs no help, from 
any power above him, if any such 
power there be. 

We know this attitude to be stark 
blasphemy. Yet it is so widely the 
attitude of those who control the 
destinies of mankind that there is 
scarcely a dissenting voice in the 
councils of the nations. There was 
only a little less in the councils of 
Lucifer and the rebel angels, whose 
apostasy from God called Hell into 
being. 

And he spoke more wisely than 
profanely who said of our periods 
of earthly turmoil: War is Hell! 


1. The Original Blight 

1. Against this attitude, based 
so largely on idle human speculation, 
the Christian, and today above all 
the child of St. Francis, must adopt 
an attitude of utter realism. We 
must take man as he is, not as idle 
speculation dreams that he is or can 
be or will be. 

And as he is, man is a fallen crea- 
ture, and while history lasts, man 
will continue to be a fallen creature. 
For that truth we have not only the 
conviction at which here and there 
human minds arrive blunderingly in 
moments of clearer vision. But the 


word of God itself, guaranteed to us 
by God’s Church under the guidance 
of the Holy Ghost, tells us that man 
is a fallen creature. 

Man as he now is, needs not only 
the light of God’s revelation to know 
his future destiny and the present 
means to it, but he needs also the 
direct help of God both to see what 
should be done and to be able to do 
what should be done. Even, to a 
vast degree, in order to achieve his 
human destiny on earth. Man 
needs the grace of God! He needs 
the light of grace. He needs the 
strength of grace. 


2. The reason why man needs 
God’s grace is not only that we have 
a supernatural destiny along with 
our natural destiny on earth, but 
that the fall of Adam caused even 
our natural faculties of mind and 
will to be affected with blindness and 
perversity; above all because our 
passions now mess up our clear view 
of what is right and good, and our 
firm will to choose what is right and 
good. 

Original sin is a blight on man’s 
nature as well as it is the undoing 
of God’s original plan for our super- 
natural destiny and condition. 

The result is, that man is not suf- 
ficient unto himself; that man with- 
out God’s special intervention of 
grace will not even get along to the 
natural happiness that would other- 
wise be his. The concupiscences 
warring in his members interfere 
too much (Sacra Propediem). 


3. This sad condition affects not 
only you and me and the little per- 
son generally. It affects the so-call- 
ed great among us too, our states- 
men, those who control the destinies 
of the nations. And not only those 
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of one nation or the other, but of 
all nations; all are subject to 
blunders and, yes, to criminality. 
There is no reason at all for any 
group of us, or any one of us, to 
think we are better than others in 
that particular. 


It affects us, all of us, in the 
measure that we neglect to reckon 
with the blight of original sin and 
neglect to appeal to the grace of God. 
It affects us to the extent that we 
forget it is Christ, and Christ only, 
through redemption and _ grace, 
“who avails to harmonize all that is 
in man, making him, not serve, but 
command his desires, keeping them 
obedient always to the will of God.” 


Yet that harmony is “the only 
foundation of peace”, peace in our 
soul, peace in the family, peace in 
public affairs, peace among the na- 
tions. 

Nature is not enough. Yes, even 
the Faith, the revealed word of God, 
is not enough. Without God’s 
grace won for us through Christ 
and applied to us through him, we 
shall not always see what is right 
and still less always do what is 
right. ; 

If therefore it is hopeless to ex- 
pect a better world so long as men 
do not submit their mind and accept 
the true Faith, it is still more hope- 
less to look for peace and human 
happiness until people begin to rea- 
lize the extent of human frailty and 
humbly call upon the grace of God. 


Humbly, and sincerely! For who 
is misled by certain idle formalities 
of prayer sometimes resorted to, 
though less and less frequently? 
Some minister appears on the ros- 
trum, for that matter a Catholic 
priest, and in a few more or less 
well turned periods addresses him- 
self to the Almighty to tell him what 
to do; while the deliberating body 
chafes, at times too impatient to get 
at its business, to listen respectfully. 
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2. An Antidote 


1. Now, what is to be done about 
a condition such as this, so hopeless 
a condition, a condition that cannot 
go on because it keeps heading 
deeper and deeper into the swamps 
of passion, and yet a condition where 
men reject the very thought of the 
only remedy? 


One has to keep reassuring one- 
self with the authority back of the 
words, and the high station of the 
person uttering them: but it is Pope 
Benedict XV, a statesman who went 
through World War I and a good 
part of its aftermath, who saw some 
hope against this hopeless condition 
in the Third Order, your order: “In 
the order of Franciscan Tertiaries 
the power of Christ (to harmonize 
what is in man) asserts itself to 
wonderful effect” (Sacra Propedi- 
em). 

To Pope Benedict the order is a 
group of people “who have not taken 
on the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God”; a group of 
whom our Lord might say: “They 
are not of the world, as I am not of 
the world”; a group that takes God 
and his Spirit into account in the af- 
fairs of the world. 


2. The Tertiary that understands 
his vocation and mission in the 
world, sees himself facing the world 
as St. Francis faced it, and Francis 
faced it with the eye of the holy 
Faith in his mind and the light of 
the holy Faith shed brightly over 
everything about him. Blind he 
might be in body, but never in soul. 
To so vast an extent today the situ- 
ation is reversed, healthy bodies, 
and all the wisdom science can place 
at man’s command, but sheer grop- 
ing, blundering, blindness of spirit. 

The Tertiary faces his world to- 
day with the eyes of his spirit open 
to the Divine truths, as found in the 
Gospel and taught by God’s Church. 
He faces the world with the convic- 
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tion that there is no salvation for 
him or for the world about him ex- 
cept in the determined effort to get 
his passions under the will and plea- 
sure of God. What help there is 
for human frailty, what perfection 
man can ever hope to achieve on 
earth, is the perfection of personal 
effort to comply with every detail 
of his God-given duty while aspir- 
ing even to a more perfect aim in 
life than the general law requires. 


But for that the Tertiary believes, 
as Francis believed, that he needs 
the light of God’s grace and the mov- 
ing power of God’s grace. ‘There 
but for the grace of God go lI,” 
Francis said when he came across 
amalefactor. “Without me you can 
do nothing,” says our Lord. And 
St. Paul illustrates that with the 
words: “It is God who works in us 
both the will and the performance.” 


3. Pope Benedict’s Sacra Prope- 
diem all but congratulates the world 
on having’ still in its midst a body 
of people so totally devoted to bring- 
ing its life and living into keeping 
with the principles and truths of the 
Gospel. It is his thought that a 
group of people of such convictions 
must prove a powerful incentive and 
blessing to people about them, to go 
and do likewise. 


Tertiaries, this then is another 
way in which you must help pro- 
mote peace. You must be strong 
and active believers, even as St. 
Francis ,in the need of God’s holy 
grace, both if you are to advance in 
the perfection to which you have 
pledged yourselves, and if the world 
is to reach that modicum of perfect 
living and mutual association that is 
possible on earth. Christ, and Christ 
alone, with his grace avails to that 
end; to a holy life for the individual, 
to peace and happiness in Society, 
among the nations. 


Keep that in mind when you dis- 
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cuss war and peace, and the men 
who lead to the one or the other; 
when you discuss war guilt and war 
criminals; when you discuss condi- 
tions as to Capital and Labor; the 
relations of neighbor to neighbor; 
domestic problems, yours and 
others’, the morals of the day. We 
do not approach these problems as 
the wisdom and the spirit of the 
world approaches them. Good as 
human wisdom and effort may be, 
they will never dispense with the 
need of God’s grace. 


Let your reaction to these things, 
therefore, be not accusing, condemn- 
ing, cursing. Let it be what your 
rule points out to you for your per- 
sonal advancement in the pleasure 
of God. Let it be prayer! Prayer 
for the Holy Father, for the heads 
of governments and their legislative 
assemblies, prayer for the guilty to 
convert and for the guiltless to per- 
severe, the prayer of charity for all 
enemies, of direction for all that 
mean well. As in your own gather- 
ings prayer for the light and warmth 
of the Holy Ghost precedes and ac- 
companies and follows each measuré, 
so let it be as to public affairs. Pub- 
lic affairs they may be, but there 
are not so entirely human and world- 
ly affairs but that God has to enter 
into them with his help as well as 
his law if they are not to prove the 
eventual undoing of Society. 


It is for this reason that your 
order is above all a praying order, 
like any convent order. 
why you have your Divine Office of 
the twelve Our Fathers. That is a- 
bove all why, like convent orders, 
you have in your rule the regulation 
as to daily holy Mass. There at the 


That is | 


great sacrifice which makes Heaven | 


and earth one, let us foregather 
daily, lifting up hand, heart and 
mind with our Saviour, that his holy 
grace may unite all minds in truth 
and all hearts in charity. bd 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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THE VOICE OF THE CHURCH 


THE CALL 
EVER ANCIENT EVER NEW 


BY FR. PHILIP MARQUARD 
O.F.M. (5) 


The Twentieth of a Series on the \Sacramentals 


A SACRAMENTAL THAT SPEAKS FOR 
itself is your parish church bell. It 
is rich in symbolism, while it is con- 
sidered of such importance that its 
blessing and consecration are reserv- 
ed to the bishop of the diocese. 


1. Origin of Bells 
1. All the great ancient nations 
made use of bells, at least small 
hand bells. Babylonians, Greeks, 
and Romans have left bells behind 
them. They used bells as signals 
for the commencement of any im- 
portant event. It does not seem 
probable though that large bells 
similar to our church bells were in 

use in pre-Christian times. 


It is Gregory of Tours about the 
year 585 who is the first to write 
of Christian church bells. Natural- 
ly, during the early years of the 
Church, bells were out of the ques- 
tion. The terrible persecutions 
forced Christians to dig the fox 
holes called Catacombs, there to car- 
ry on Divine service in secret. 


With the advent of Constantin 
the Great the Church obtained its 
freedom, and large churches were 
built. The first public signal used 
to summon the faithful consisted of 
thin boards which were struck with 
a mallet. In other places large 
wooden rattles were used. Only 
gradually did the bell replace them 
and become the universal means of 
summoning the faithful. 


2. The word campanile is well 
known. We say belfry in English. 
Campanile signifies a tower contain- 
ing bells, and is derived from the 
Latin-Italian word campana, mean- 
ing a bell. All Italy became dotted 
with campaniles. In Rome Pope 
Stephen II (died 757) erected one 
with three bells at St.Peter’s Church. 


The Italian practice grew so gen- 
eral that many thought bells are of 
Italian origin. It was the erroneous 
belief that they came from Campan- 
ia in Italy and especially from the 
town of Nola. 


Some writers even went to the ex- 
tent of giving St. Paulinus of Nola 
credit for the invention of church 
bells. But St. Paulinus has left a 
minute description of his own 
church, in which he makes no men- 
tion of bells; so he could hardly be 
the originator of the idea. 


3. The Irish nation and particu- 
larly the Irish missionaries of the 
sixth and seventh centuries did 
much to popularize the use of church 
bells. Our word clock came into use 
through the German glocke from 
the Irish clog, meaning a bell. The 
word is found already in the year 
685 in the biography of St. Columb- 
kill. The Irish missionaries carried 
it to Germany, and from there it 
came to the English language. 


Many of the ancient Irish bells 
are still extant. They were regard- 
ed as the property of Irish saints 
and now are treasured as relics. 
The most renowned is the clog-an- 
edachta or “bell of the will’ of St. 
Patrick.. It is closely guarded in the 
museum of the Royal Irish Academy 
in Dublin. All these bells had an 
official hereditary custodian in 
whose possession the bells remained. 
They were handed down from father 
to son through succeeding genera- 
tions. The official custodian of St. 
Patrick’s bell was the Mulholland 
family. 


The widely known round towers 
of Ireland are considered to have 
acted as places of refuge against the 
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invading Danes. They are common- 
ly styled clocteach, from the fact 
that the bells were stored there in 
perilous times. It shows how high- 
ly the people treasured the bells, and 
from this practice the towers receiv- 
ed their name. 

4. It was the eighth century 
which witnessed widespread use of 
the church bell. At that time a bell 
was considered essential equipment 
for any church. The special bles- 
sing of bells also comes from that 
century. Indeed bells were judged 
of such importance that in the ninth 
century a list of questions to be ask- 
ed at episcopal visitation commenced 
with a query about the church bells. 
No church service was started with- 
out the ringing of the bells. 

Today every church has its bells. 
We only find the exception where 
peculiar city restrictions hinder the 
practice. 


2. Blessing and Symbolism 


The blessing of the church bells 
is a: gala day in the life of any parish. 
It brings the bishop of the diocese, 
who performs a blessing and conse- 
cration replete with Christian sig- 
nificance. 

1. For centuries the blessing of 
bells has been known as their bap- 
tism. Not that the Church believes 
the bells capable of receiving any in- 
ward virtue or sanctity, but the 
Church wishes to withdraw them 
from profane things and set them 
aside for the service of God. She 
wishes also to put a fruitful blessing 
on both the bells and their sound, 
since they call the faithful to all 
that is most sacred under heaven: 
the sacrifice of the Mass, the word 
of God, and devotion to the saints. 

Karly Protestants severely crit- 
ized this baptism of bells. They 
falsely confused it with the sacra- 
ment of Baptism and claimed it was 
a profanation of the sacrament. 
Their arguments, however, were 
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without foundation; one might just 
as easily and erroneously be scanda- 
lized at the ceremonial carried out 
in the launching and “christening” 
of a ship. 


There is some external similarity 
to Baptism in the blessing of bells. 
Exorcisms are used, and water, salt 
and holy oil figure in the ceremony. 
A godfather and a godmother are 
also chosen, and the bell is given a 
saint’s name. The latter custom is 
followed because it was thought that 
piety would be more spontaneous and 
cheerful if the faithful imagined 
that a saint was calling them to 
church. 


2. The rite of blessing bells be- 
gins with the recitation of several 
psalms. Afterwards the bishop 
does as if to wash the bells, wetting 
the mouth of them with the sprink- 
ler, both outside and inside. Two 
priests in surplice follow the bishop 
and with sponges dipped in holy 
water wash the bells thoroughly and 
dry them with a clean linen towel. 


With chalk the master of cere- 
monies marks a cross near the mid-. 
dle of each bell where the first unc- 
tion is to take place. Seven other 
crosses are traced outside of each 
bell near the mouth, equally spaced 
from each other. Inside the mouth 
of the bells four more crosses are 
marked. The bishop anoints with 
holy oil each of the places marked, 
as the master of ceremonies rubs 
out the chalk with a cloth. 

The name of the bell is mentioned 
by the bishop when he makes the 
four anointings on the inside. He 
says: “May this signal, O Lord, be 
sanctified and consecrated, in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost, in honor of 
Saint .... Peace to thee!” 

The bells are then filled with the 
fumes of incense, to indicate their 
exalted character. They are defi- 
nitely consecrated to Divine service. 


August 1945 


The ritual closes with the reading 
of the Gospel narrative concerning 
our Lord’s visit to the home of Mar- 
tha and Mary. This is very wisely 
chosen, for the bells serve to draw 
the faithful away from the cares of 
the world, signified by Martha’s 
solicitude, to the consideration of the 
world to come, and invite them to 
sit at the feet of Jesus and become 
partakers, like Mary, of the better 
part which will not be taken away 
from them. 

After the bishop is gone, the bell 
is rung by a cleric. It pertains to 
the office of the porter or ostiary, 
one of the Minor Orders, to ring the 
bell. 

3. The prayers used by the bis- 
hop in the ritual are full of Christian 
sentiment and bring out the sacra- 
mental character of the bells. 


In one prayer the bishop recalls 
how the chosen people sounded the 
trumpets before the Ark of the 
Covenant and caused the walls of 
the city of Jericho to tumble down, 
wherein the army of the enemy was 
intrenched. 

We know how the Sirens of my- 
thology lured men to their death 
with the sound of their voices; they 
were irresistible. Modern sirens 
with a million voices are attempting 
the same today. The church bell 
endeavors to call men away from 
temptation. With this in mind the 
bishop prays: “May whosoever as- 
semble at the call (of the bells) be 
free from all the temptations of the 
enemy, and may they always follow 
the teachings of the Catholic Faith.” 


In another prayer the bishop calls 
to mind how God instructed Moses 
to use silver trumpets to call the 
people to prayer. He asks of God 
that “when the melody of the bells 
falls on the ears of the people, they 
may receive an increase of faith; 
may all the snares of the enemy, 
the crash of hailstorms and hurri- 


243 


canes, and the violence of tempests 
be driven far away; may the deadly 
thunder be weakened; may the 
winds become salubrious and be kept 
in check; may the right hand of thy 
strength overcome the powers of the 
air, so that hearing these bells they 
may tremble and flee before the 
standard of the holy cross of thy 
Son marked on them.” 

For these reasons in Catholic 
countries the church bells are rung 
during violent storms, and the peo- 
ple assemble in the church to pray. 

The church bells also serve to 
awaken various sentiments in the 
faithful. St. Leonard of Port 
Maurice, the famous Franciscan 
preacher and patron of parish mis- 
sions and retreats, had the practice 
of tolling the church bell every even- 
ing after his sermon. During the 
tolling he led the people in prayer 
for the conversion of all the sinners 
of the parish. This custom is still 
carried out by Franciscan mission- 
aries. 

Joy too is expressed by the ring- 
ing of the church bells. They ring 
out to the glorious strains of the Te 
Deum or “Holy God we praise Thy 
Name.” We need but recall how 
the saintly Tertiary Queen Elizabeth 
of Hungary, stripped of all her 
worldly possessions and driven out 
by ther family, went to the Francis- 
can church and joined in the singing 
of the Te Deum as the bells pealed at 
midnight Matins. She rejoiced in 
her poverty and in the fact that she 
belonged to God alone. 


Out of respect for every Christian 
soul the church bells toll in death. 
They do not sound for the impeni- 
tent, but always voice the Church’s 
spirit of mercy for the repentant. 


In this way your parish church 
bells enter into your life. You are 
a wise and prudent Catholic if you 
daily heed their call and enter into 
the spirit they mean to voice. ® 
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THE ELEMENTS OF PEACE 
A page suggesting Peace Patrons for the months, by Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M. Cap. (10) 


CRUSADER KING AND TERTIARY ST. 
Louis of France, in days when the 
Saracens were a constant menace 
to Christian Europe, promoted the 
welfare of his country and people in 
so remarkable a manner that his life 
stands out in striking contrast to 
the rulers and statesmen of today. 
His reign was characterized by deep 
faith, dread of mortal sin, outstand- 
ing charity towards the poor, and 
justice tempered with mercy. 


Were our statesmen of today, one 
and all, imbued with like character- 
istics, how different a world it would 
be. How different too the average 
family would be today if parents had 
his virtues, for Louis was an exem- 
plary father to the eleven children 
God gave him; he examined them 
in the lessons they had learned, 
guided them in the performance of 
Christian charity and instilled in 
them love of prayer and self-denial. 

Such things make for true peace 
and harmony, in the home and in the 
world, for such living brings down 
the blessings of Heaven. Introduce 
a spirit so Christian into every 
home, and the world will no longer 
be plagued with wars. 

Were St. Louis living today, would 
he be satisfied to see Europe rid only 
of Nazi totalitarianism? Would he 
not have followed through to rid it 
of the Communist tyranny and 
bloodshed so flagrant in the last 
quarter of acentury’? Clever as the 
Devil himself, this godless brood has 
taken advantage of the present war 
tc enslave a few more countries. 
This would have been Louis’ time 
to erush also this totalitarianism 
once and for all instead of allowing 
it to develop into a Frankenstein 
monster that even now is a menace 
to all Europe, Asia, and America. 

Looking at facts objectively, is it 


not plain as day that our country 
too is succumbing to Communistic 
control? Are we not digging our 
own grave by continuing lend-lease 
and fleecing our country of even 
necessary commodities, in order to 
increase the power and control of 
Stalin and his commissars — the 
embodiment of Communism? 

Our governments are sowing the 
seeds for the next world conflict. 
The pagan tide, which is becoming 
more and more manifest as the 
spirit of anti-Christ and anti-God, is 
making the world at large anything 
but deserving of the blessings of 
peace. If even two world wars of 
chastisement will not have been 
enough to humble the pride of his 
stubborn children, God will simply 
have to resort to annihilation, as he 
did at the time of the Deluge! 

Who is going to hold back the 
lightning bolts of outraged infinite 
Justice? Our Lady of Fatima gave 
us the answer as far back as 1917. 
It will have to be through Penance 
and the Rosary. 

As Tertiaries we belong to the 
Order of Penance. Are we really 
living every phase of the Tertiary 
rule, which is penance enough, or 
are we satisfied in observing only 
those aspects of it that offer the 
least resistance? Are we saying the 
Rosary daily, or just when the spirit 
prompts us? Let us share in such 
good works as Night Adoration, En- 
thronement of the Sacred Heart at 
home, the Family Rosary. 

The days of wishful thinking are 
over. Much suffering and hardship, 
possibly martyrdom are in the off- 
ing, unless a revived spirit of St. 
Francis can save the day. The 
world must again become humble 
enough to get down on its knees, 
and by all means Tertiaries must 
lead the way! Ld 
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VALIANT WOMEN 
A page of tips to Catholic Actionists, by Fr. Philip Marquard 0.F.M. (5). 


THE PECULIAR APPROACH OF WO- 
MAN to Catholic Action has been 
widely discussed. 

Perhaps the methods outlined by 
The Grail are among the best. The 
Grail is a lay apostolate for young 
women. It is fundamentally a re- 
ligious movement, which strives to 
produce the valiant woman of the 
Bible. 

This work is carried on by the 
Ladies of the Grail. They are the 
hub around which the activity of the 
erganization, spiritual and material, 
revolves. Their dress is that of lay 
women, the more easily to fill their 
apostolic vocation; but they live in 
community under a definite rule ap- 
proved by ecclesiastical authority. 
There is a training period of three 
years. Our Lady is the patron of 
the society. 

They have an apostolate school in 
Loveland, Cincinnati, Ohio, their 
headquarters in the United States. 
In summer, Grail schools are held in 
various places, to prepare Catholic 
young women to play a vital part in 
rebuilding true Christian home and 
family life out in the country. 

The summer schools are of a 
week’s duration. There is a program 
of integral Christian living with ac- 
tive participation in the holy sacri- 
fice of the Mass. There are lectures 
and discussions, definite periods of 
thoughtful prayer, a variety of man- 
val work, creative recreation, feast- 
ing in the spirit of the Church, and 
individual and collective planning for 
the future. 

Much time is spent in giving the 
girls a correct picture of the lay 
apostolate. They are shown how to 
bring Christian principles into their 
everyday life, so as to win their im- 
mediate milieu for Christ. 

World problems are studied. Un- 
der this heading fall the crisis of 


Western civilization, the breakdown 
of marriage and family life, the 
lowering of woman’s ideals and 
place in Society, the disappearance 
of the community spirit, the social 
question of racial relations, and the 
get for farming as a way of 
life. 


The nature and psychology of 
woman are reviewed. Even pagan 
Socrates said that the first step in 
true wisdom is to know oneself. By 
aiding young women to understand 
themselves, much is accomplished 
toward teaching them how to tackle 
the lay apostolate in a womanly way. 

An endeavor is made, finally, to 
build up real Christian culture in 
American life. The Grail is known 
throughout Europe for its work in 
cultural activities. For this pur- 
pose stage, radio, press, and motion 
pictures are studied as necessary 
mediums of world influence. 


The ideal, however, is to have a 
girl take a complete year’s school of 
leadership in Loveland Ohio. It is 
there that the formation with a pur- 
pose can take place. The short sum- 
mer courses do a world of good nev- 
ertheless, and often through them a 
girl is won over to taking the com- 
plete course. 


The Grail movement is serious in 
character, but no one in it is a sad 
sack. It is a program of joy, just 
because it is the religion of the 
Cross. Faith and pluck are two 
specially necessary qualifications. 
But love, genuine, supernatural love, 
makes all things easy. 


The Grail movement is still young 
in this country. But it has proved 
itself in Europe, England, and Aus- 
tralia. It can do the same thing for 
the young women of America. 
Towards this end we should strive to 
make it better known, so that more 
may enjoy its benefits, ® 
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MILITANCY? 
A page of suggestions for Convert-Making by Fr. Fabian Merz O.F.M. (5). 


NEVER ARGUE IF YOU ARE SEEKING 
a convert! Discuss, yes. A friendly 
discussion of the pros and cons is 
helpful. But heated argument nev- 
er did anything but set your man 
against you. 


Surely, defend your faith from 
attack. But do not attack directly 
the faith of another. In defending 
your faith against attack, you may 
gain an interested spectator, but 
very rarely will you gain the subject 
of a counter attack. 


You are not in the position of a 
man forcing an issue. You are con- 
ferring a favor. Your opponents 
are not being obliged to accept some- 
thing harmful. You want to show 
them that here is a great, yes the 
greatest, gift to offer them, and 
they have the privilege, in God’s 
mercy, to receive it. 


By seeking to show the prospect 
that he was wrong, I do not recall 
that I made a conversion. Leave 
them know what is your faith, by 
deed as well as word, and they can- 
not help but find the truth appeal- 
ing. " 

In general, be prepared to answer 
guestions. When they show real 
willingness to learn the whole Faith, 
then is the time to turn them over to 
a priest or to a convert class. The 
ordinary duty and aim of the lay 
convert-maker is to arouse their de- 
sire to know the truth. 


In dealing with their religion, 
be sympathetically understanding. 
They have been taught to love it. 
It was the religion of their loved 
ones. 


In general, you can well afford to 
pass up discussion of the details of 
their religion. So seldom do I find 
a non-Catholic that really knows his 
religion, that I rarely have any need 
for discussing it. The less it is 


mentioned, the better. To build up, 
not to tear down, is our purpose. 
Take what good remains in their re- 
ligious views as a heritage of Catho- 
lic antecedents, and build up on that. 


Your most difficult assignment 
will be getting them in contact with 
the Church, the priest, or the con- 
vert class. Do not be too eager 
with that. 


When your friend is once inter- 
ested, suggest his going to Mass 
with you. Maybe, for the start, the 
Novena devotions will do. Or some 
similar occasion, where you yourself 
know what is ahead. 


Make him as inconspicuous as pos- 
sible. Then he will be at ease. 


Nothing is so evident to the Pro- 
testant as the prayerful attitude of 
our Divine services as opposed to 
the preaching attitude of theirs. 
More than one Protestant, however, 


has told me of his appreciation of a 


good sermon. That is more in line 
with their early training. Use that 
interest. Start him out with an in- 
vitation to hear a famous preacher. 


In the end, though, it is the Mass, 
the Divinely appointed service, that 
matters. Greater graces will flow 
to him through both of you prayer- 
fully attending the Sacrifice. It 
gives our Eucharistic Lord a chance 
to work on him. For the same 
reason Benediction service does 
wonders. Even a devout visit to the 
church with its glowing sanctuary 
lamp, symbol of the Heart in the 
tabernacle. 

Please remember: You must be 
able to give him a fitting explana- 
tion of the Mass, of the Presence. 
Like a good teacher, from one ques- 
tion lead him on to a further ques- 
tion, until you have reached the last 
Gospel. From there, the road more 
easily leads to the font of Baptism.® 
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“TODAY, IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE 
harden not your hearts.” The pas- 
sage may well be applied to the early 
call of God for the young person to 
follow him in religion and especially 
in the priesthood. 

Recall that incident of the Gospel 
in which the young man was desir- 
fous of following Christ. It would 
seem that he wished to remain at 
home for the time being, because his 
father was old, and he wanted to 
wait till his father died: ‘Lord, let 
% me first go and bury my father.” 
| But Jesus said to him: “Leave the 
6 dead to bury their own dead, but do 
{ thou go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God” (Lk. 9, 59). The salvation 
of souls, the service of God, ordi- 
* narily takes precedence over every- 
+ thing. 

True, this vocation to the reli- 
gious state is a free call to serve 
God. That is, one may or may not 
follow it, at one’s choice. After all 
Christ does not command, but ra- 
{ther gives a loving invitation to 
work with him and for him, and in 
/ so doing to become like him. 
| The call, too, demands only the 
ordinary desire to serve him. No- 
1 
( 


where do we find that an extra- 
ordinary amount of brains or per- 
sonal holiness are demanded. 
You are not too young at fourteen 
‘ to make up your mind to live for 
» and to serve Christ. Especially as 
‘ so many years of preparation inter- 
) vene between this first step and the 
| final step. St. Therese, the Little 
| Flower, left her home at fourteen. 
_ And so did many thousands of other 
/ young men and women. 
To the parents who feel that their 
_ child is too young for so momentous 
a decision, we answer: ‘The child 
was not too young for the Holy 
' Ghost to talk to the child and inspire 
the child with this idea. How is it 


247 


HEEDING THE CALL 
A page on the higher vocations, by Fr. Raymond Oosdyke O.M.C. (16) 


your other sons, or other people’s 
children, have not this desire? 
Surely, this must be from God. Why 
rush in and impede the work of God 
in the soul of your son? And, are 
not somany young folks of that age 
getting ready for their other places 
in life, places which do not require 
so much preparation?” 

Children are never judged to be 
too young who show a natural talent 
for music, poetry, art, or the pro- 
fessions, but they are encouraged to 
go forward. How can we say they 
are too young to give their lives to 
God, when every moment from the 
cradle to the grave really belongs to 
him? Especially as God is nowhere 
freer with his sustaining graces 
than just where people are generous 
enough to follow him. 

“See the world first.” What? 
Taste of the fruits of pleasure, of 
wickedness and sin, and then repent 
and give what is left of your life to 
an all-loving God? Is that the idea? 
When evil habits, or for that matter 
just worldly ways of thinking and 
acting, have left their mark on the 
mind? 

“You may be sorry.” I assure you 
that you will never be sorry if you 
give any or all of your years to 
Christ. But wait, wait until it is 
too late, and both you and your child 
will be sorry. Are you so sure that 
the child out in the world is not go- 
ing to be sorry, and you with it? 

Go ahead and beat God! You can 
do that by turning that child from 
the religious state. But a bitter 
victory it may be for you. You for- 
get in any case that God had a right 
to call, but you took God’s place and 
judged the boy too young to have a 
vocation. 

Today, if you should hear his 
voice, you young man or woman, 
and you parents, harden not your 
hearts. e 
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THE MISSION FIELD 


Vivid conviction is the requirement for propaganda. says Fr. Medard Buvala O.F.M. (5). 


AS THE DRIVING POWER TO SPREAD 
the faith, you must first possess it 
yourself in a vivid degree. If your 
faith is weak, its influence will like- 
wise be weak. A diseased seed 
sprouts a sickly plant or none at all. 


In other words, your faith must 
be virile and active. Faith without 
works is dead. Faith alone does 
not save. 


Faith is an assent to revealed 
truth. But as explained previously, 
faith must be abetted and surround- 
ed with mission knowledge if it is to 
produce mission fruit: Souls are 
the fruit. A general knowledge is 
workable. Enhanced, however, by 
a particular knowledge, it is more 
workable, pliable, and fruitful. It 
lends itself to greater activity. Be 
it remembered, activity consists not 
only in external hustle and bustle, 
but even more so in prayer. Prayer 
is the higher type of activity. 


Previously a number of sugges- 
tions have been made in these pages 
about mission circles, as conducted 
either by a Third Order group, or by 
the whole fraternity, or even by a 
mission society of friends par excel- 
lence. 


Different mission localities were 
named as possible objects of study 
and aid. One of these fields must 
be your special interest. No group 
can tackle them all. Focus your 
attention on one or the other. Get 
attached to it. Make it the apple of 
your eye. You remember how St. 
Francis leaned toward the Saracens. 


Now, how to begin? What todo? 
Get in touch with the missionary 
priest in your mission field. Ask 
him. He will gladly help. Learn 
his needs. Then meet them. Per- 
haps he needs altar linens, books, or 
periodical and pamphlet literature. 
Or certain financial aid. You might 


get some noble-minded benefactor 
interested. It has been done before. 


It is a worthwhile enterprise to 
send useful gifts to the mission chil- 
dren, especially if they are colored. 
This will lead to better understand- 
ing among the races. The best way 
to endear another to you is by lend- 
ing him a helping hand. Better still 
if your school children send gifts to 
school children. For other ways ask 
the mission priest. 


One question you need not ask. 
It is the subject of prayer. The 
missionary priest and his mission 
need it. Mission effort without 
prayer is a lost cause. Prayer 
brings grace. And at bottom only 
grace works conversions and en- 
riches Catholic life. An axiom of 
religion says: There are no converts 
without grace, and, “Without me 
you can do nothing,” says our Lord. 

Make your prayer regular, at a 
set time and a fixed amount. With- 
out fixed rules you will incline to 
pray less and less for your mission. 
It is like with receiving the sacra- 
ments: without a set day of the 
month or week, you easily let the 
chance slip. 


Form your mission group into a 
prayer society. Be crusaders of 
prayer. One person praying is do- 
ing well, two better, but a group 
best. “TI say to you further, that if 
two of you shall agree on earth 
about anything at all for which they 
ask, it shall be done for them by my 
Father in Heaven. For where there 
are two or three gathered together 
for my sake, there am IJ in the midst 
of them” (Mt. 18, 19). | 

Why should you not be heard un- 
der the circumstances? You are 
praying with Christ himself, be- | 
cause you are praying for his 
Church, that all may be one, one | 
faith, one Lord, one Baptism. 


The soul has 
They are 


‘fears, mouth, heart. 
its powers or faculties. 


The mind is the eye of the soul. 
By means of it we understand 
| When you look at a clock, 
you can tell at once, from the hands, 
what the time is. Eyes alone are 
not enough. If they were, a dog 
‘should be able to tell time. The 
eyes merely send a picture of the 
dial to the brain and through the 
4 brain the mind knows what the pic- 
ture means. 


) Give your cat money and tell it to 
§ go buy its breakfast. It does not 
* understand. Your mother does not 
have to tell you twice to buy your- 
§ self ice cream. Your ears take her 
message to your brain, and your 
* mind knows at once what to do. You 
* understand. 

Count up the number of things 

you know and understand. There 
‘is no end of them. Still, what we 
know is little in comparison to what 
| there is to be known. Many things 
| we learn by keeping our eyes and 
_ ears open, by the habit of observa- 
tion. 
Some trains have an observation 
' ear from which passengers can get 
a better view as the train speeds 
- along. Some people sit there and go 
- tosleep. They do not see anything; 
they miss all the beautiful scenery. 
- How many people go through life 
half asleep! They miss so much 
simply because they do not observe, 
do not look and listen. You have 
read of how observant woodsmen 
and detectives are. They are not 
born that way. They take pains to 
develop that habit. Make yourself 
look and listen. 

Other things we learn by going to 
school. Teachers explain them to 
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THE MIND 


us and drill them into our heads. 
Perhaps you do not like grammar or 
arithmetic or history or geography. 
Neglecting any one of these is like 
trying to fly a kite without a tail or 
a plane without wings. Something 
ig missing. You might be able to 
make a living without grammar or 
arithmetic or history or geography. 
But you will be sort of lopsided. 


Many people find no pleasure ex- 
cept in eating and drinking, gossip- 
ing, going to movies, playing, danc- 
ing. They do not know the keen 
pleasure that an all-around devel- 
oped mind furnishes. They hardly 
know what a delight it is to talk 
about other things than the weather 
and food and the faults of neighbors. 
You will be like them if you idle 
‘away your time in school. It is hard 
later on to make up for wasted time. 
Such people remain second or third- 
raters all their life and miss out on 
so many good things. Make your- 
self learn even what you do not like. 


-You work arithmetic examples ac- 
cording to certain rules. If you dis- 
regard the rules, your answers will 
be wrong. So there are rules to re- 
gulate what we do. We call them 
principles. False principles lead to 
bad conduct and cause such things 
as wars, sickness, poverty, murders, 
gangsterism, stealing, damaging of 
property, and other disorders. How 
can you tell right principles from 
wrong principles? Learn your Cat- 
echism. In it God tells you what to 
do and not to do. 


You watch a child build a house 
with blocks. If the blocks keep fall- 
ing, the child is not using the right 
ones, or the right way. ‘So you help 
it. Your teachers and parents are 
watching you build up your life. 
They see what a mess you will make 
if it is left to yourself. They show 
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you the principles or rules that will 
help you do it right. 

“Honesty is the best policy.” And 
besides it is God’s will for what is 
good for you. Classmates tell you 
that there is no harm in cheating if 
you do not get caught. You let 
yourself be led by what others say, 
and cheat... You get a bad habit. 
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You cheat later on in life and busi- 
ness too. That is not only a sin, but 
it hurts others and yourself most of 
all. Make yourself do what ought 
to be done, no matter what others 
say. Have a mind of your own. 
Know what is right and do what 
is right. That is the way to be 
happy before God as well as in life. @ 


RECORDS AND READERS 


BOOKS 
AND WHAT'S IN THEM 


THE BIG ANNUAL STATISTICAL 
event of the Church in America is 
the appearance of The Official Cath- 
olic Directory. Ordinarily it issues 
in April each year, with the date of 
the current year. The appearance 
of the 1945 Directory happens two 
months late. 


A tremendous amount of labor 
goes into each ‘annual issue. 


The table of contents shows a 
general division into two parts, the 
first of which briefly gives the gen- 
eral data of Church government at 
Rome, while the second and main 
part covers in detail the archdio- 
ceses and dioceses of the country, 
fields of activity by the American 
clergy outside of the country, and 
finally data on Church organizations 
and institutions, especially on the 
religious orders of men and women. 


For each archdiocese and diocese 
the central administration is first 
reported with offices and personnel, 
then the various parishes, by cities 
alphabetically arranged, beginning 
with the cathedral city. Other sec- 
tions list alphabetically all the 
places in the country with regular 
services, and all the clergy of the 
United States by name and resi- 
dence. A necrology of the clergy 
for the year elapsed, is another fea- 
ture. ‘Summaries of personnel, pop- 
ulation, and institutions close the 
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data on each diocese, and a similar 
general summary for the whole 
country in schematic form is insert- 
ed at the end of the Directory. 


An enlarged issue gives similar 
data for Canada, the British Isles, 
Cuba, and Mexico. 


The Directory for 1945 shows 21 
archdioceses, 98 dioceses, and two 
other jurisdictions for the United 
States, with 38,451 priests, 6,594 
brothers, 138,079 sisters, and a 
Catholic population of 23,963,671. 
Infant baptisms for the year totaled 
710,648, converts 84,908, deaths 
264,747. 


There is one Franciscan among 
the bishops—Most Rev. Bernard T. 
Espelage O.F.M. of the missionary 
diocese of Gallup New Mexico. 
Somewhat over three pages (827- 
830) are devoted to the missions (as 
distinguished from ordinary activi- 
ties) of American Franciscans of 
the Order of Friars Minor, in China 
(four districts), the Holy Land, 
Brazil (two districts), Honduras, 
and Mexico, and among the Indian, 
Negro, Mexican, Greek rite and 
other missions of the United States. 
Still another section lists the work 
of the Franciscan Missionary Union 
(p. 907) and the Seraphic Mass As- 
sociation (p. 909). 

We are happy to see the national 
and provincial setup of the Third 


tte 


——— a 


H August 1945 


a Order Secular of St. Francis listed 
{ after the data on the convent orders 
{ of the country (p. 900). ® 


A complementary volume to The 
Official Catholic Directory is an 


 NCWC Department of Education 
% publication entitled Catholic Col- 
% leges and Schools in the United 
) States. 
i the Catholic school system of the 


As of 1944 it lists data on 


country, giving individual informa- 


tion on the special schools, such as 
J} universities, colleges, normal 
4 schools, 

boarding schools, military schools, 


high chools, academies, 


schools for the handicapped physi- 


4 cally and mentally, summer camps, 
' Indian and Negro schools. 


74 plus 


208 pages of data. $2.50. 6 


Father James A. Magner of Cath- 


I olic University is the author of Per- 
# sonality and Successful Living. A 


purposeful text on the subject in it- 


} self, it may serve also as a corrective 


for similar texts on character and 


| success in which personality is re- 
| duced to terms of a utilitarian, eco- 
/ nomic asset, a mere veneer and pub- 


lic front, consisting at bottom of 


| quirks and mannerisms to impress 


the thoughtless, a sort of moral cos- 
metics. Against such fallacy Father 
Magner champions sterling Chris- 
tian character, with principle as its 
guide and God in sight, built from 
within; all in terms of the modern 
man of affairs. Good Tertiary 
reading, especially junior Tertiary 
reading. Bruce. 250 pages. $2.75. ® 


Fr. Celestine Bittle O.F-M. Cap. 
(10) gives the student of human 
nature an exceptionally good and 
complete scientific text book on psy- 
chology, called The Whole Man. It 
differs from the usual orthodox 
textbook in that it takes into full 
account the findings and theories of 
modern research and study, squar- 
ing what is right and good in them 
with Scholastic principle and ably 
refuting what is bad and wrong in 
them. It is to be noted too that 
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there is here a psychology of the 
whole man, not merely that limited 
field of psychology which today is in 
a fair way of preempting the name 
for itself—the more or less pseudo 
psychology of Freudism and its sort. 
The entire material and spiritual 
structure and process involved in 
the soul and its functioning is the 
subject of this exhaustive Suey 
Bruce. 700 pages. 


Mother Cabrini, beatified and soon 
to be formally canonized, continues 
to be a favorite in periodical and 
book literature. Lucille Papin Bor- 
den, well known author of similar 
works, adds her bit in Francesca 
Cabrini—Without Staff or Scrip 
(Macmillan, 400 pages, $2.75). The 
author disclaims credit for present- 
ing a formal objective biography of 
her subject. She rather follows her 
flair for the impressive and subjec- 
tive. Some would call it sentimental, 
though in the main it is far from 
that. The facts of Mother Cabrini’s 
life and character are all there, and 
the author has the knack of putting 
them very vividly. But Mother 
Cabrini was a very forceful woman, 
one who, like her patron and name- 
sake St. Francis, saw God in all 
things and was driven by his Holy 
Spirit—so what would you have? ® 


A book event in the past four 
years has been the publication of 
papers presented at the annual Na- 
tional Liturgical Week of The Litur- 
gical Conference Inc. The 1944 
Week was held in New York City 
December 27-29, attended by 1,212 
representatives from thirty states 
and three foreign countries. The 
report of the 1944 Week now forms 
the fifth volume in the _ series. 
Clergymen of various ranks, sisters, 
and lay folk contribute the thirteen 
formal addresses on the Liturgy and 
its bearing on everyday life; to 
which are subjoined five addresses 
given at the annual Liturgical Con- 
ference meeting held at St. Mein- 
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rad’s Abbey in October 1944. Pub- 
lished by The Liturgical Conference 
Inc., Chicago, 175 pages. ® 


Fr. Marcello Manzo O.F.M. Cap. 
(10), tireless writer of good things 
Franciscan, occasional contributor 
to the columns of THE FoRuUM, of- 
fers a simple, illustrated life of St. 
Francis for-Tertiaries, in Do You 
Know St. Francis of Assisi? As 
the author modestly says: “The ob- 
ject of this little work is not to give 
anything new on the Seraphic Fa- 
ther, but rather to reawaken in 
souls the desire to serve Christ and 
his Church as Francis did.” Then 
too, as the author says, there is not 
always time for a full-length book, 
and much gaid in little volume has 
its place. 

With the above comes an Italian 
booklet by Fr. Marcello—Il Castello 
Serafico (the Franciscan Citadel). 
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It is an introduction to Franciscan 
spirituality, written for Tertiaries 
especially, in which the several vir- 
tues and their function compare 
with the rooms and appurtenances 
of a great airy castle. 


Fr. Cuthbert Gumbinger contri- 
butes a foreword to both books. 
Published by S. F. Vanni, 30 W. 
12th Street, New York City. ® 


My Name Written in His Heart, 
by Rev. Eugene P. Murphy S. J., is 
a hearty little pamphlet of reflec- 
tions and stories to illustrate the 
Eleventh Promise of the Sacred 
Heart: “Those who promote this de- 
votion shall have their names writ- 
ten in my heart never to be blotted 
out.” It opens with the story of 
colored Tertiary Julia Greeley of 
Denver. Our Sunday Visitor ire 


INTEGRATING OUR JUNIORS 


AT WHAT AGE SHOULD JUNIOR 
Tertiaries transfer or be transferred 
to the senior fraternity or group? 

The policy of most fraternities 
seems to be not to insist on an age 
limit, although they encourage the 
transfer at least after marriage. Or, 
as The Capuchin Tertiary (10) puts 
it, citing Fr. Commissary Juvenal 
Emanuel (5): 

“Most junior Tertiaries remain 
for about two years after marriage 
and then ask to be transferred to 
the seniors. Likewise, most of the 
single Tertiaries reach a_ point 
where they feel that they are too old 
for the juniors and of their own ac- 
cord transfer to the seniors.” 

The point is perhaps less in insist- 
ing on the transfer at a certain 
stage than it is in seeing that no- 
body who is or begins to feel out of 
place will need be at a loss about 
joining the seniors. The situation 
arises readily. It is for the officers 
of both groups, with the director as 


intermediary, to have an _ under- 
standing about eligibles. Or, the 
advisability of transferring might 
be mentioned periodically at the 
monthly meeting or the board meet- 
ings, referring eligibles to the pro- 
per officers. 

The end of each school year is a 
good time to bring up the subject in 
the fraternity. It is certain that 
much promising material is “lost in 
the shuffle’, especially as concerns 
the transfer of school graduates into 
open fraternities or groups. 


It should be part of the agenda in 
every school group to inform the 
members how to go about lining up 
with the open group when they leave 
the school. The information should 
be very specific and to the point for 
each graduate, perhaps accompanied 
with a letter of introduction by the 
school officers or the director, to the 
respective officers of the open 
group. 

This will obviate a situation which 
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even now is occurring more and 
more frequently as the school Ter- 
tiary movement is growing: “I be- 
longed to the Third Order at 
school or academy, but since leaving 
there I have been at a loose end 
about the order.” 


Another problem is that of whe- 


| ther the junior Tertiaries should al- 


ways be established as a formal fra- 
ternity in their own right or should 
be regarded as just a section of the 
senior fraternity. 


There are canonical advantages in 
establishing the juniors as a frater- 
nity in their own right if the num- 
bers warrant it; at least it elimi- 
rates certain disturbing questions, 
as to validity of membership, elec- 
tions, superiorship, and authority 
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generally, as well as of certain indul- 
gences, such as for the monthly 
meeting. 

Nevertheless, most frequently the 
policy is to treat the junior group, 
where there is any separation at all, 
as just a section of the senior fra- 
ternity, while conducting all the af- 
fairs of the junior group as if it 
were a completely antonomous unit 
of the order. We make no pretense 
of being competent to say whether 
such total independence of function 
is compatible with canonical require- 
ments. We give it as our opinion 
that in mere groups that lack the 
formal fraternity organization, such 
matters as those cited would require 
at least ratification by the officers of 
the canonically established frater- 
nity. ® 


ISOLATED MEMBERS 


THERE ARE CASES WHERE IT IS IM- 
POSSIBLE for the member of the 
Third Order to maintain touch with 
a local fraternity. In the nature of 
things the cases are few, and at the 
wish of Mother Church and in the 
spirit of the order as a brotherhood 
they should be kept down to very 
few. 

To do otherwise, to receive mem- 
bers wholesale or in considerable 
numbers when they do not mean to 
maintain contact with a fraternity, 
is to defeat one of the order’s chief 
aims; while generally, it argues a 
poor disposition toward virtue if a 
member does not have good will 
enough to maintain contact with the 
order at least by correspondence or 
by having his attendance envelope 
sent in regularly. 

Modern, improved means. of 
transportation and correspondence, 
put the reception of members as iso- 
lated members from the first, among 
things that should be rare excep- 
tions. Even shut-ins can maintain 
some measure of contact, by corre- 
spondence, by contributions, by in- 


viting and welcoming the sick com- 
mittee and in return offering their 
suffering for the fraternity, perhaps 
also participating in the missionary 
or other activities of the fraternity. 


Another sort of members, called 
at times isolated, but better called 
inactive members, are such as have 
grown neglectful in attending the 
meetings, so that they do not even 
attend the minimum established in 
the fraternity for good standing, 
and not bothering even so much as 
to excuse themselves. Inasmuch as 
such Tertiaries fail in a very essen- 
tial point of Tertiary life, the frater- 
nity justly rules them out of special 
fraternity benefits until they change 
their attitude. 

Such Tertiaries are retired to the 
inactive list until by corrected at- 
tendance they give evidence of bet- 
ter will. 

Suppose such better will is not 
forthcoming, how long should such 
inactives be retained on file and re- 
ported as such to headquarters? 


That is a matter for the frater- 
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nity council, or, in behalf of laudable 
uniformity, for the provincial au- 
thorities to declare. Well regulated 
fraternities will use charitable 
means and ways of contacting such 
delinquents if possible, to bring 
them back. If such means do not 
avail, or if the parties can no longer 
be found, there would seem to be 
little purpose in carrying such inac- 
tives and reporting them beyond a 
period of five years. After that 
time their names and records could 
be, and really should be, put into a 
special file, in case they should ever 
turn up again. 


Novices that are delinquent to the 
extent of not attending the mini- 
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mum number of meetings required | 
of them, and that without legitimate 
excuse, should be dropped altoge- 
ther, as not knowing of what spirit 
they and their order are. On later 
resipiscence they should be put to a 
special test, including reinvestment 
and recommencement of seniority; — 
they must show cause for the belief _ 
that they have shed their thought- 
less attitude. 

These and similar regulations 
governing attendance and member- 
ship are advisable also from the 
viewpoint of the order as a school of 
penance. Heavy penitential prac- 
tices are not found in the rule. So 
let there be at least penitential 
spirit enough to toe this mark. ® 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


Very Rev. Fr. John Boccella T. O. 
R. of St. Francis College, Loretto 
Pa., is now provincial of Sacred 
Heart province T.O.R., succeeding 
Fr. Benedict Determann. 

Fr. John McGuirk T.O.R., hereto- 
fore Third Order commissary of the 
province, is now stationed at St. 
Mark’s Church, Lake Andes S. D. 
He remains as councilor on the Na- 
tional Executive Board, but his 
place as commissary of Province 17 
is taken by Fr. Francis McKinney 
T.O.R., resident at St. Francis Lor 
lege, Loretto. 


If, as seems likely at this time, it 
is Russia’s intention to subject the 
faithful in lands occupied by her to 
the Orthodox Church of Russia (see 
The Register, June 24), it will mean 
among other things the certain op- 
pression of at least fourteen and the 
probable oppression of at least six 
other provinces of the Order of 
Friars Minor alone, not to speak of 
hitherto flourishing provinces of the 
Conventual and the Capuchin 
Friars. 


The twenty Franciscan provinces : 


are: One in Silesia, three in Poland, 


two in Austria, one in Slovenia, 
three in Czechoslovakia, two in Hun- 
gary, one in Romania, one in Lithu- 
ania, besides two in Dalmatia and 
one each in Albania, Bosnia, Croatia, 
and Hercegovina. 

Literally hundreds of thousands 
of our Tertiaries secular are in- 
volved, besides great numbers of the 
Second and the Third Order regular. 

Combined with the demoralization 
in Germany, Holland, Belgium, 
France, Italy, and less recently in 
Spain, this constitutes a visitation 
for the order of St. Francis compar- 
able to the havoc of the Black Death 
(1346-49), when the order lost quite 
two thirds of its members. 

Prayer and penance are all we 
have to oppose to the terrible men- | 
ace. Indeed this is no time for medi- | 
ocrity! Only hard praying, hard liv- | 
ing Franciscanism! o 

This is the time to recall that 
since 1929 the prayers at the foot of 
the altar following low Masses are | 
said, at Pope Pius XI’s injunction, | 
for the conversion of Russia. Also, 
that the Little Flower, daughter of | 
Tertiaries Louis and Zelia Martin, | 
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“has been appointed by Pope Pius XI 
fas a special patron of Russia. ® 
_ From Rome comes the news that 
7a further session of the Sacred Con- 
i gregation of Rites was held recently 
‘to discuss recognition of St. Antho- 
yny of Padua as a doctor of the 
}Church. The case has been pend- 
Sing for some years. 

’ The title is not readily conferred. 
4As The Register points out (June 
424), it has been conferred on only 
¥twenty saints since 1568. It re- 
‘quires besides sainthood and learn- 
Sing, also distinctive doctrine. 

Only one son of St. Francis bears 
i the title to date, and that is St. Bon- 
aventure. Since 1880 also the case 
tof St. Bernardin of Siena, for the 
isame title, is pending, delayed es- 
¥ pecially for lack of a critical edition 
‘of all the saint’s works, which are 
7 difficult to gather and sift. 


¥ though so far as we know the case 
#has not yet been formally entered in 
¢ Rome. © 


| We have no further word on the 
fworks of Bl. John Duns Scotus, 
i which, as we were able to report in 
Jour issue of August 1944 p. 253, 
4were already going to press in 
4 March of that year. ® 


' §t. Francis Retreat house, Pitts- 
}burgh, auspices of the Capuchin 
*Fathers, sponsors days of recollec- 
‘tion besides the longer retreats. 
) Different societies and groups at- 


| tend every Sunday. Services begin 


i/ 
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at eleven with holy Mass, luncheon 
is served at noon, Benediction is 
given at 4:00 P. M. There are three 
conferences. Nearly 2,000 people 
had made such a day of recollection 
from January 1 to May 31 this year. 

! 8 

A Society of Daily Communicants 
has its headquarters at St. Paul’s 
Shrine (Capuchine nuns), East For- 
tieth and Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 
3, Ohio. Membership is country- 
wide. The object is to promote 
daily communion, at least spiritual 
communion, offering it for certain 
intentions of the society. There are 
no financial obligations. ® 


The sympathy of THE ForRUM is 
extended to Mr. Paul Martin-Dillon, 
former consultor on our National 
Executive Board and author of The 
Gospel in Action and other things 
Franciscan, on the death of his wife 
Lillian, which occurred May 27 at 
Cumberland Md. ‘@ 


In a letter to Very Rev. Fr. Pro- 
vincial Isidor Cwiklinski O.F.M. (1), 
dated London, April 28, General 
Joseph Haller, Polish veteran and 
fervent Tertiary, writes feelingly of 
his relations with the Friars as well 
as of his hopes for his country. 

He gives voice to an inner longing’ 
to settle down somewhere in these 
his later years, “for example, in 
Minnesota”. But he adds: “But I 
am a soldier in the service of the 
Commonwealth, and I will be where 
our armed forces are.” He signs 
the letter with his name as a Ter- 


TO CHRIST THE KING 


} THERE IS A PLENARY indulgence under the usual conditions of confession, com- 


, Christ the King ((Raccolta 254): 


. has been created for thee. 


a good |Christian. 


| munion, and a visit to church, for all who recite the following Franciscan prayer to 


“O Christ Jesus, I acknowledge thee as universal King. All that has been made, 
Exercise all thy rights over me. 
_ renouncing Satan and all his works and all his pomps, and I promise to live as becomes 
| And above all, I pledge myself, as far as in me lies, to make the 
‘ rights of God and of thy (Church prevail. Divine Heart of Jesus, I offer thee my actions, 
little as they are worth, that all hearts may do homage to thy sacred kingship, ee 


I renew my Baptism vows, 


that thus the reign of thy peace may be established throughout the world.” 
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tiary, “Brother Mary Francis” 
Joseph Haller. 


The letter throughout shows him 
to be a man of the deepest faith, a 
public figure of the sort the world 
needs so badly today and does not 
get, because in its blindness it hates 
them. od 


A doctoral dissertation by Fr. 
Pius J. Barth O.F.M. (5), presented 
to a Midwestern secular university, 
treats of Franciscan Education and 
the Social Order in Spanish North 
America from 1502 to 1821, with 
special reference to Mexico. 


~ We are not able at this time to 
review the book, having before us 
only a summary of its projected con- 
tents, but the author summarizes 
the results of Franciscan education 
under the six heads of: mass 
changes in the theological concepts 
of the people through their accept- 
ance of Christian doctrine; mass 
changes in their social institutions, 
such as in the acceptance of mono- 
gamy and private property; mass 
acquisition of skill in reading, sing- 
ing, and writing in Latin charact- 
ers; local improvement of technique 
in painting, drawing, sculpture, and 
instrumental music; local acquisi- 
tion and improvement of skill in the 
building arts as well as in agricul- 
ture and cattle-breeding; and selec- 
tive acquisition by the specially qua- 
lified of advanced training in Latin, 
grammar, the arts, philosophy, and 
medicine. 


Fr. Pius is to join the teaching 
staff of De Paul University’s depart- 
ment of education in Chicago, while 
acting also as examiner for the com- 
mission of colleges and universities 
of the North Central Association. ® 


A recent compilation shows nine- 
teen units of the Order of Friars 
Minor subject to the general delega- 
tion for the United States and adja- 
cent countries. All the units of the 
order in the United States (12), in 


THE FORUM 


Canada (1), in Mexico (8), in Cuba 
(2), and in Central America (1) are 
embraced under this delegation, 
headed by Delegate General Fr. 
Matthias Faust O.F.M. of New York 
City. 

A total of 363 houses and 3,737 
members is included, with 296,152 
Tertiaries. The twelve units in the 
United States have a total of .< 
houses and 2,760 friars. 


The Official Catholic Directory | 
for 1945 shows a total of 768 Con- 
ventual friars, 716 Capuchin friars, 
195 friars of the Third Order Regu-. 
lar, and 174 friars of the Atone-. 
ment. 


With the above total for the Or-: 
der of Friars Minor of 2,760 friars, 
there would thus be in all 4,613: 
members of the clerical orders of St. ; 
Francis in the country. S| 


The guardian of Santiago del: 
Estero friary, Argentina, received‘ 
a remarkable communication on the: 
feast of St. Francis Solano in the: 
past year. It came from the pro-: 
vincial board of education, signed: 
by Dr. Florentin F. Bustos, interim 
president. It said in effect that: 

Whereas one of the high schools; 
of the district had been hitherto: 
called Francis Solano high school; 
and whereas there was no apparent: 
reason why a school should be thus: 
named when all the excellence of) 
that apostle of America was bound 
up with the title of saint; andi 
whereas it was the policy of the 
Santiago government to give fulll 
value to the tradition and faith o 
the people: therefore be it ordered 
that this school shall henceforth be 
called Saint Francis Solano High’! 
School. 


Perhaps this sort of spirit ex-+ 
plains some of the antagonism be+ 
ing fostered in certain queried 
against the present Argentine ad 
ministration, < 


‘ts AUGUST 

Portiuncula, toties- Uae 

Bl. Agathangel and ‘Cassian M. 1 Or. 
St. John Mary Vianney C. 3 Or., Pa- 
tron of Parish Clergy. 

St. Clare of Assisi V. 2 Or.—G.A. 
and Pot, 

Assumption. G.A. and P.I.* 

‘St. Joachim C. 

st. Roch C. 8 Or. (/Fran.) 

St Roch (Convy.) 

St. Louis B.C. 1 Or—On each of the 
five Sundays before the feast of the 
Stigmata. 

Seven Joys (Fran. & ek. ).—G.A. 
and P.I. 

St. Louis Bs Co Or 
GAs and iP 

Bl. Bernard. ie Offida 'C. 1 Or. (Fran.) 
-—Seven Joys (Conv.)—St. Roch 
(Cap.). 


aon 


GEN ERALLY 


fon the day of the monthly meeting. 

ky ~ On two days of the month at choice.* 

| On each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
he exposed Blessed Sacrament. 

On the first Friday of any month. 
Qn the first unimpeded Saturday of any 
ionth, for attendance at the votive Mass 
the Immaculate Conception according 


«CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 
to the rubrics.* 


On each of twelve successive first Satur- 
days of the month. Prayers in honor of 
the Immaculate Conception. 
Sundays may be observed instead. 

On the seventeenth of any r month. Visit 


to the Blessed Sacrament exposed and de- | 


votions to St. Paschal. 
On each of any six Sundays of the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the 


Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence | 


if the Sundays are observed successively. 
On the titular feast of a De 
church. aa 
*Sionifies an indulgence that. scan be 


gained only by members, whereas the 


other indulgences’ can be gained by all 
who visit a church of the order. 

General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession,*commun- 


ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 


Father, Hail Mary and. Glory. for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father.. 
Form of the General Absolution or In- 


dulgenced Blessing as given in the con-- 


fessional: Auctoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peceatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi_im- 
pertior. In-nomine Patris et Pili et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen, 

Any priest having the faculties of the 
diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


- Very Rev. Fr. Jerome Dawson O.F.M. 
(4), ex-Provincial, 

Fr, Fidelis M. Wieland O.F.M. (6) chap- 
lain, Fr. Noel Gosselin O.F.M. 
+ Cyril Fischer O.F.M. (6). 

. Br. Joseph Obermire .0.F.M. (5) 

esr. M. Leonarda Hiebel (12), ‘Sr. M. 
Geraldine May (7), Sr. Verena Gartland 
(40-1), Sr. Hieronyma Suedbeck (7). 

Amherst: Justin Diederich 

Appleton: Katherine Lillge, 
| Schrimpf 
| Brooklyn: Mary Mannix, Mary Hafer- 
H brug, Mary Collins 
_ Chicago: Joseph Fabrier, Johanna Butti- 
‘mer, Catherine Bante, Clinton Miller,, Eli- 
} ‘zabeth Butzen, Etta: Reefe, Emma ‘Hill, 

John Fardy 
Cincinnati: Louisa Ziegler 


Monica 


Put THE ForuM on your mailing list for the current Obituary: notices of your 


|) Community or Fraternity. 


| eivese eam nonin. 046: Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Ill. 


OBITUARY 


* Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following, departed 
ambérs of the three Orders of St. Francis: 


_chenreiter, 


(24), Fr, - 
- Brielmaier, 


Detroit: Joseph Chesny ~ 

Louisville: Christopher Sell 
Milwaukee: Gladys Dunn, Barbara Ku- 
Margaret Kramer, Josephine 
Clara Tiefenthaler, Magaret 
Lipperer, Mary Greulich, Anna Dachauer, 


Emma Bissonette, Julia Murphy, Johanna” 


Stoehr, 

New York: Wim. 
ford, Cecelia 
Louise Madden, Catherine O’Connell, Lucy 


Teresa Goetsch 
Gallagher, Wm. Ar: 


Phelan, Mary Cullen, Mary Collins, Ber- 
nardina Carnelli 

Quincy: Mary Bernbrock 

St. Louis: James N. Fricke, Géroline 


Stier, Anna Carbery, Theresa Doyle, Eli- 
zabeth Thomann, Augusta Bulte, Char- 
lotte Dumser, Margaret McAnany, Cath- 
erine Ullrich , 


The First 


Kelly, Elizabeth Freeman, ’ 
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WHAT 24%2c WILL DO 


FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM has available effective Third Order 
literature that can be sent by direct mail to any people you choose at a total 
cost to you of 214¢ a piece. 

The literature is a reprint of the Pleasants article “Supplying Push”, 
from THE ForuM of November 1944, together with quotations from the 
Popes showing the need of the Third Order in our day. 

All you need to do is send whatever names and addresses you please to 
THE FORUM, and they will attend to all the details. 

At 2'%c each you, can send effective literature to 40 friends for only 
$1.00. To 20 friends for 50 cents. To 10 friends for 25 cents. 

If you cannot afford the money, send the names and addresses just the 
same, as perhaps some other good Tertiary may have the money. 


FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM 


5045 South Laflin St. 
Chicago 9, Illinois 


Do your part to win the war. Spend less on luxuries 
and buy more Defense Bonds and Stamps. 
Buying a Bond or Stamps occasionally won’t win the 
war. But regular buying will. 


